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HBV: A Global Problem

• 2 billion people worldwide have been infected with 
HBV[1]

• ~ 350 million chronic carriers[2]

• Leading cause of cirrhosis and HCC worldwide[2]

• Second only to tobacco in causing the most cancer 
deaths[5]

• HBV is 50-100 times more infectious than HIV[1]

1. World Health Organization. HBV fact sheet. 2. Conjeevaram HS, et al. J Hepatology. 2003;38(suppl 1):s90-s103. 3. 
Stanford Asian Liver Center. For hepatitis B and liver cancer patients. 4. Bosch FX, et al. 
Clin Liver Dis. 2005;9:191-211. 5. World Health Organization. Global alert and response: hepatitis B-Introduction. 



Australia Antigen 

• Paper describing Au as new 
hepatitis virus, Hepatitis B, 
was initially rejected by 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
in 1967 on the grounds that 
authors were “proposing 
another candidate hepatitis 
virus – there have been 
several”. 
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