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EDUCATOR GUIDE

This Educator Guide is designed to aid program directors, faculty, and residents in  
effectively integrating the ACP Board Prep Curriculum for Educators into internal medicine 
residency training. Review this guide for considerations on use, pacing, and instructional 
strategies for maximizing learner engagement and examination readiness while minimizing 
faculty preparation time.

What Is the Purpose of the ACP Board Prep Curriculum for Educators?

Didactic review of core clinical topics is associated with better performance on high-stakes stan-
dardized tests in Internal Medicine1,2, but preparation of high-quality didactics can require extensive 
faculty time and effort. The ACP Board Prep Curriculum was designed to support educators by greatly 
reducing this lecture preparation workload. This curriculum, which is updated annually, comprises a 
comprehensive set of 69 interactive, 1-hour presentation decks covering frequently tested topics on 
the ABIM Internal Medicine certification exam blueprint. Developed and peer-reviewed by experts 
across general internal medicine and subspecialties, the curriculum is designed for:

• Structured board preparation
• Ongoing clinical education
• Morning report enhancement
• Targeted remediation and review

Goals

• Strengthen residents’ foundational medical knowledge
• Improve clinical reasoning and exam-taking skills
• Prepare learners for the ABIM certification exam
• Encourage application of board-level knowledge to patient care

Expected Learning Outcomes

• Demonstrated mastery of ABIM blueprint topics
• Improved performance on board-style questions
• Increased confidence in clinical decision-making
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How Is the Curriculum Designed?

Contributors and Peer-Review Process

Content is developed by the American College of Physicians editorial team in collaboration with  
contributors from both general internal medicine and subspecialty fields. Each topic is subjected to 
annual rigorous peer review to ensure accuracy, clarity, and alignment with current clinical guidelines.

What Is Included?

ABIM-Aligned Teaching Materials

The curriculum comprises 69 interactive, 1-hour presentation decks covering frequently tested topics 

on the ABIM certification exam blueprint. Each presentation is pre-populated with high-quality,  

evidence-based slides and embedded multiple-choice questions and is enhanced with memory aids, 

pitfalls to avoid, and strategies for question interpretation.

Topics and presentations are mapped directly to the ABIM exam blueprint and prioritized based on 

exam weighting, clinical relevance, and difficulty. Annual peer review and updates ensure adherence 

to current guidelines, diagnostic criteria, and treatment recommendations. The curriculum provides 

slide decks that address high-importance topics across all major ABIM blueprint categories. The full 

content list is provided in the Module Index.

Prepared Slide Decks with Embedded Interaction Supports

Each ACP Board Prep Curriculum slide deck includes curated content summaries, embedded  

questions, and interactive elements. Each deck also includes a topic list and bibliography.
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How Can Educators Best Implement the Resources?

Timeline and Suggestions for Pacing

• Standard pacing: 1-2 decks per week over the academic year (52 weeks)

• Condensed pacing: 3-5 decks per week for accelerated prep before exams (12 weeks)

• Block format: 3-6 decks per day for intensive board review before in-training or certification  
   exams (2-week block of didactics or independent study of selected topics)

• Flexible pacing: independent use of decks by trainees as a longitudinal study guide

Adapting the Curriculum for Different Schedules

• X+Y models: Schedule decks during academic weeks

• Half-day sessions: Assign one or more decks per block

• Distributed models: Use portions of decks to support discussion of relevant  

   case conferences, such as morning report

• Dedicated board review week(s): Deliver condensed review series for senior residents

Educator Preparation

Slide decks are designed to be delivered by subspecialists, generalists, or advanced learners—no 

matter the topic. Depending on baseline expertise, each deck requires only 15-45  

minutes of preparation time to review slides and embedded questions. Educators with ACP 

MKSAP subscriptions can easily find supporting and/or clarifying information for all slide  

contents using the search tool in ACP MKSAP® and Board Basics®.
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Instructional Strategies

Select Educators to Meet Your Needs

• Faculty-led lectures: Present slides live with interactive Q&A.  Chief residents, generalists, and 

   subspecialty physicians may all contribute using prepared slides.

• Resident-as-Teacher: Assign decks for resident-led sessions to develop teaching skills; provide 

   residents with feedback on teaching skills.

• Asynchronous Learning: Learners review decks independently; group discussion may  

   follow (“flipped classroom”).

Organize the Content to Fit Your Schedule

• Standard: Present 1-2 slide decks at a time in large-group lecture format (60 minutes).

• Segmented: Break longer decks into smaller sections.

    Example: Divide Nephrology 1 (Hypertension) into Primary and Secondary sections  

    for two 20-minute pre- or post-clinic conferences.

• Integrated: Select related topics to present together

    Example: Combine Cardiology 1 (CAD), Pulmonary 4 (Disorders of the Pleural Space), and 

     Hematology 4 (Venous Thromboembolism), followed by case examples, for a  half-day  

     academic session on Chest Pain.

Consider Learner Differentiation

• For Advanced Learners:

    o Assign resident-led presentations

    o Encourage preparation of related clinical case examples for enhanced group discussion

• For Struggling Learners:

    o Select decks for targeted study based on clinical and/or IM-ITE® performance

    o Pair struggling learners with faculty mentors for supervised active review

    o Use decks as resources for illness script exercises
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Incorporate Interaction into Didactics

• Use annotation tools and case examples to enhance learner engagement

• Pause after each MCQ to discuss reasoning before revealing correct answer

• Use highlighting and drawing tools to direct learner attention

• Connect topics to real-world patient encounters

• Take time-outs for pair-sharing and small-group discussion of clinical reasoning

Suggestions for Remote or Hybrid Learning

• Screen share slides during virtual sessions

• Use an interactive polling tool for MCQs

• Keep cameras on during discussions to promote engagement

• If possible, assign a teaching partner or advanced learner to monitor the chat panel for questions,    
   which can be consolidated and addressed at scheduled intervals

• Record sessions for later review

A Final Note from the Editors

Editors of the ACP Board Prep Curriculum for Educators have endeavored to create a flexible, high-quality, 
and evidence-based teaching tool supporting both year-round learning and intensive exam preparation. By 
aligning sessions with residency schedules and adapting strategies to learners’ needs, educators can boost 
resident performance, improve clinical reasoning skills, and reinforce excellence in patient care. The editors 
hope that this curriculum will help program directors feel confident knowing that their didactic content is 
relevant, accurate, up to date, and peer-reviewed by experts in Internal Medicine and medical education. 
This resource recognizes and honors the time and professional dedication invested by faculty of residency 
training programs. ACP is proud to be your partner in educational excellence.
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