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Composition of Guideline Development Group See Methods and Author
X  YES Contributions
Guideline development panel includes diverse O NO
and relevant stakeholders, such as health
professionals, methodologists, experts on a O Somewhat
topic, and patients.
Decision-making Process See Methods and Author
O YES Contributions
Guideline describes the process used to reach 0 NO
consensus among the panel members and, if
applicable, approval by the sponsoring X Somewhat
organisation. This process was established
before the start of guideline development.
Conflicts of Interest (disclosure) See Disclosures
. . ) . X YES
Gwd_elme .|ncIudes_ dlsclqsure of the financial and O NO SecIAGP s Denresor
nonfinancial conflicts of interest for members of O Somewhat interests and management
the guideline development group. o e Tics o frlaras
methods paper (citation
under additional comments)
Conflicts of Interest (resolution) See Disclosures
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Guideline describes how any identified conflicts O NO See ACP disclosures of
were recorded and resolved. O somewhat interests and management
of conflicts of interest
methods paper (citation
under additional comments)
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Scope of a Guideline See Description and
X YES Introduction
Guideline specifies its objective(s) and scope.
0 NO
[0 Somewhat
Methods See Methods
o . X YES
Guideline clearly describes the methods used for
S . . 0 NO
the guideline development in detail.
0 Somewhat
Evidence Reviews See Methods
Guideli t tic evid i X YES
uideline uses systematic evidence review
U O NO

methods to identify and evaluate evidence

related to the guideline topic. O Somewhat

Guideline Recommendations See Benefits and Harms of
X  YES Cannabis or Cannabinoids
0 NO for Chronic Noncancer Pain
and Rationale for Best
Practice Advice Statements

Guideline recommendation clearly stated and
based on scientific evidence of benefits; harms;

and, if possible, costs. L Somewhat

Rating of Evidence See Figure 1

Guideline uses a rating system to communicate

the quality and reliability of the evidence. X YES
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O Somewhat
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Rating of Recommendations See Figure 1 and Benefits
X YES and Harms of Cannabis or
O NO Cannabinoids for Chronic
Noncancer Pain

Guideline uses a rating system to communicate
the quality and reliability of the strength of its

recommendations. O Somewhat

Peer Review and Stakeholder Consultations

X YES See Author Contributions
Review by external stakeholders conducted O NO
before guideline publication.
sl e [0 Somewhat
Guideline Expiration and Updating Not applicable to this type
O  YES of paper
Guideline includes an expiry date and/or
. o X NO
describes the process that the guideline groups
will use to update recommendations. O Somewhat
Financial Support and Sponsoring See Financial Support
Organisation X  YES
0 NO

Guideline discloses financial support for the
development of both the evidence review as
well as the guideline recommendations.

O Somewhat

Additional Comments
Best Practice Advice:

e Kansagara D, Hill KP, Yost Y, et al. Cannabis or Cannabinoids for the Management of Chronic
Noncancer Pain: Best Practice Advice From the American College of Physicians. Ann Intern Med.
4 April 2025. [Epub ahead of print]. doi:10.7326/ANNALS-24-03319
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Supporting Evidence Reviews:

Chou R, Ahmed AY, Morasco BJ, et al. Living systematic review on cannabis and other plant-
based treatments for chronic pain: 2024 update. Comparative Effectiveness Review No. 250.
(Prepared by the Pacific Northwest Evidence-based Practice Center under Contract No.
75Q80120D00006.) AHRQ Publication No. xx-EHCxxx. September 2024. Accessed at
https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/sites/default/files/related files/cannabis-2024-surv-rep-
update.pdf on 4 February 2025.

Kondo KK, Morasco BJ, Nugent SM, et al. Pharmacotherapy for the treatment of cannabis use
disorder: a systematic review. Ann InternMed. 2020;172:398-412. [PMID: 32120384]
doi:10.7326/M19-1105

Systematically Testing the Evidence on Marijuana. Evidence based research about cannabis.
Accessed at www.cannabisevidence.org/ on 4 February 2025.

Methods papers:

Qaseem A, Wilt TJ, for the Clinical Guidelines Committee of the American College of Physicians.
Disclosure of Interests and Management of Conflicts of Interest in Clinical Guidelines and
Guidance Statements: Methods From the Clinical Guidelines Committee of the American College
of Physicians. Ann Intern Med. 2019; 171:354-361. [Epub ahead of print 20 August 2019]. doi:
10.7326/M18-3279
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