
State Health Policy Networking Webinar

Washington Landscape

February 28, 2023

Shari M. Erickson, MPH , Chief Advocacy Officer
David Pugach, JD, Vice President, Governmental Affairs and Public Policy



2022 Policy Wins



2022 Achievements on Capitol Hill

• Inflation Reduction Act:
• Funding and policies addressing climate change
• Prescription drug affordability provisions, including drug price negotiation by 

Medicare, insulin pricing for Medicare beneficiaries, and zero cost sharing for 
vaccinations for Medicare beneficiaries

• Three-year extension (through 2025) of enhanced subsidies for people buying 
their own health coverage on the Affordable Care Act Marketplaces.

• Bipartisan Safer Communities Act
• Firearms and behavioral health funding and policy.

• FY23 Omnibus – Consolidated Appropriations Act
• Funding and policy on a number of critical issues
• COVID-19 and public health preparedness



Legislative Changes Impacting Physician Payment and Practice

• Increases Medicare Physician Fee Schedule payments by 2.5 percent in 2023. For services furnished in 2024, 
it provides a 1.25 percent payment increase.  PAYGO was also addressed.

• As a result, PFS payment rates received an across-the-board cut of 2% in 2023 instead of the 8.5% cut that was 
scheduled to go into effect on January 1st

• Extends incentive payments, with a 3.5 percent Medicare Part B incentive payment, for participation in 
advanced alternative payment models (APMs) through 2025.

• Extends all the Medicare telehealth flexibilities that were extended for 151 days post-PHE in the FY22 
omnibus through December 31, 2024. Rulemaking may still be needed.

• Eliminates requirement for health care practitioners registered to dispense controlled substances to apply 
for a separate waiver (the X waiver) through the DEA to dispense buprenorphine for opioid use disorder 
maintenance or detoxification treatment.

• Includes not less than $5,000,000 to support interoperability and information sharing efforts related to the 
implementation of Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources standards or associated implementation 
standards.

• Authorizes $100 million for the Public Health Workforce Loan Repayment Program and requires a GAO 
report to address gaps.

4





Physician Payment Falling Short



118th Congress



2022 Elections
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https://www.politico.com/2
022-election/results/

https://www.politico.com/2022-election/results/


Comparison of 117th and 118th Congress

117th Congress, 2nd Session 118th Congress, 1st Session

Senate Democrats 50 (48, 2 Independents) 51 (48, 3 Independents)

Senate Republicans 50 49

House Democrats 218 (4 vacancies) 212 (1 Vacancy, election pending)

House Republicans 213 222

Women 147 (24 Senate, 123 House) 149 (25 Senate, House vacancy)

African American 59 (56 House, 3 Senate) 60 (57 House, 3 Senate)

Hispanic 54 (48 House, 6 Senate) 54 (48 House, 6 Senate)

Asian American/Pacific Islander 21 (16 Rep, 3 Del, 2 Senate) 21 (16 Rep, 3 Del, 2 Senate)
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2023 ACP Public Policy Priorities



How we work…

Congressional 
Advocacy & 
Legislation

Administratio
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New Policy 
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Member/ 
Chapter 

Engagement/ 
State Advocacy

Practice 
Support/ 
Education
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ACP Strategic Priority Themes

ACP Public Policy

NOTE: Judicial advocacy is another avenue of our work, but not as large of a “bucket” –
could be considered as part of our state advocacy (although it is not limited to that area).





Policy Prioritization Approach
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Needs of the Internal 
Medicine profession/ ACP 

members

Environmental 
Feasibility/ 

Opportunities for 
Action

ACP Strategic 
Priorities

• Valued Professional 
Identity

• Membership Growth and 
Engagement 

• DEI 

• Innovation



ACP Policy Priorities for 2023

• ACP policy priorities are based on policies approved by Governance.

• ACP identifies 10 issues as priorities in 2023.

• ACP staff advocates for priorities as opportunities arise, political climate, bipartisan 
support or can be attached as amendment or rider to something that might pass, such as 
a spending bill.

• Some issues, such as women's reproductive health, firearm safety and scope of practice, 
will see more action at the state level.
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ACP Policy Priorities for 2023

• Behavioral Health

• Health Care Access and Coverage – focus on Medicaid and telehealth

• Physician Payment and Delivery System Reform

• Patients Before Paperwork – focus on prior authorization reform

• Health and Workforce Equity – as a cross-cutting and standalone issue

• COVID-19 and Public Health Preparedness

• Prescription Drug Affordability

• Firearm Violence Prevention

• Reproductive Health Care

• Climate Change
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ACP Advocacy Resources



Advocacy Toolkits for ACP Members







Save the Date: 2023 ACP Leadership Day

May 23-24, 2023 – Washington, DC
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Thank you!  
We look forward to your questions.


