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As the COVID-19 crisis con�nues to engulf the na�on, the Florida
Chapter of the American College of Physicians con�nues to represent
its members and assist in naviga�ng these troubled �mes. The
Governor has issued another execu�ve order and clarifica�on from
the Department of Health seems to s�ll allow for evalua�on and
management of pa�ents but all elec�ve procedures are to be
canceled.
We certainly want to ensure that our members are aware of these
changes and in compliance with the state orders for the prudent use
of available resources which is one of our mo�ves, as well as
stopping the spread of the virus and protec�ng pa�ents. We also
want to ensure that we are able to maintain our office prac�ce’s and
be able to con�nue to provide safe and necessary service to our
pa�ents to make sure that they have their health maintained and
prevent unnecessary burdens on this strained health care system.
Our General Counsel Chris Nuland can answer specific ques�ons and
can be emailed at nulandlaw@aol.com. We certainly thank him and
all the staff for their dedica�on and service. We also want to thank
all the physicians of the state for what they do every day in the
service of the prac�ce of medicine and the pa�ents who depend on
us.
Jason M. Goldman, MD, FACP
Manning Hanline, Jr., MD, FACP, FACEP
ACP Governors, Florida Chapter
 

CLARIFICATION ON EXECUTIVE ORDER 20-72 
The Governor’s Execu�ve Order applies to all physicians performing
any procedure in a hospital, ambulatory surgical center, office
surgery center, or in their office.
The Execu�ve Order prohibits physicians from “providing any
medically unnecessary, non-urgent or non-emergency procedure or
surgery which, if delayed, does not place a pa�ent’s immediate
health, safety, or well-being at risk, or will, if delayed, not
contribute to the worsening of a serious or life-threatening medical
condi�on.”

According to the Department of Health, this order prohibits ANY
medically unnecessary, non-urgent or non-emergency procedure
performed in a physician’s office, not just those procedures that
consume essen�al resources (such as personal protec�ve
equipment).

A “procedure” is any medical treatment or opera�on, including, but
not limited to, injec�ons, abla�ons, laser procedures, physical
therapy, cosme�c procedures, allergy shots, etc.



3/25/2020 You have a new chapter message

file:///Users/juliabaldini/Downloads/You have a new chapter message.mhtml 2/3

The provision of in-person medical treatment of any nature is a
“procedure” and thus must be postponed if doing so does not place
the pa�ent’s immediate health, safety or well-being at risk or will
not contribute to the worsening of a serious or life-threatening
medical condi�on.

Physicians can con�nue to see pa�ents for purposes of evalua�on
and management, including the performance of a physical
examina�on, in order to determine if they have a medical condi�on
that needs immediate a�en�on. Physicians, to the extent possible,
should use telemedicine services to pre-screen pa�ents so that
those with clearly non-emergency condi�ons do not have to come
to the office for evalua�on. Telemedicine, as previously stated, can
con�nue unabated.

Further clarifica�on from the Department of Health does not
appear to be forthcoming. The Department currently will only state
that:

“While some specific examples of which procedures should be
postponed are also contained within Execu�ve Order 20-72,
licensed health care prac��oners are tasked with exercising
reasonable and appropriate professional judgment in evalua�ng
their pa�ents’ specific circumstances, overall health, and the
medical necessity of any procedures performed. Therefore, the
Execu�ve Order explicitly leaves discre�on on proceeding with
procedures to the medical professional, based on his or her
exper�se and the specific factual situa�on of each pa�ent. Only the
medical professional can make that determina�on.”

Based on this limited direc�on then, each physician will have to
make a judgment call on whether a par�cular procedure is
necessary to avoid pu�ng the pa�ent’s immediate health, safety or
well-being at risk or whether delaying such procedure will
contribute to the worsening of a serious or life-threatening medical
condi�on. If the physician determines that an interven�onal pain
procedure, ongoing course of treatment, diagnos�c test, etc. is
necessary under the parameters set forth above, then the physician
can perform the procedure. If the physician determines that the
procedure can be safely delayed, the procedure should not be
done.
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for communicating with members.  Please note, unsubscribe requests will remove you from local chapter-
specific emails including annual meeting, resident & medical student competitions, legislative updates and
more.
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