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President’s Message 

The Florida Medical Association held 
its annual meeting on August 11, 2019 
at the Hilton Bonnet Creek in Orlando, 
Florida and your ACP delegation did 
an outstanding job at addressing sev-
eral issues of great importance to 
Internal Medicine and the Florida 
Chapter of the American College of 
Physicians. This was a momentous 
meeting and well attended with physi-
cians from around the state, gathering 

to advocate on different policies and shape the future of medi-
cine. I am grateful, appreciative and proud of the work done by 
our delegation as the advocacy and passion displayed by all was 
evident and proved that with teamwork, dedication and diligence, 
great accomplishments can be achieved.  

A special thanks to Drs. Manning Hanline, Angeli Akey, Abdo As-
mar, Ankush Bansal,  Jose Baez, Yvonne Braver, Karen Echeverria-
Beltran, Keely Fischbach, Himangi Kaushal, John Langdon, Cynthia 
Miller, Naresh Pathak, Cristina Pravia, Elisa Sottile, Michael Zim-
mer, and Mrs. Dawn Moerings and Mr. Chris Nuland. 

It is important to understand the process and to put into context 
why this meeting is so important, as well as the importance of 
dual membership in both the Florida Medical Association and the 
American College of Physicians. Just as the ACP is the largest sin-
gle specialty organization representing internal medicine, so too is 
the FMA the largest multi-specialty organization representing all 
the physicians in the state of Florida. The legislative and advocacy 
component of the FMA is the most well-respected medical group 
in Florida and their input is sought on all matters of health and 
medicine in the state. In order to set the agenda and policies of 
the FMA organization, it is necessary for the membership to 
attend the annual meeting and put forth resolutions to be voted 
on by the delegates present to determine what will become the 
guiding documents of the organization. Without this process, 
many important issues would not be addressed, and the legisla-
tive process would be vastly different. While the minority voice is 
always heard and respected, the majority rules.  

The Florida ACP delegation put forth several resolutions that were 
taken up by the FMA. The issue of fracking was referred to the 

board for further study and will be analyzed for how the FMA 
should proceed and the FL ACP residents’ resolution on encourag-
ing CPR for all high students as part of their curriculum was 
passed. Finally, the FL ACP resolution on gun reform to ban as-
sault weapons and high capacity magazines passed in the house 
of delegates. This is an important priority of the FL ACP and was 
supported by several organizations. With passage of this resolu-
tion, the FMA can now formulate policy and strategy on how to 
address the issue moving forward in the legislature.  

 A special thanks needs to be given to Drs. Akey, Bansal, Fisch-
bach, Hanline, and Sottile who all testified in front of the House of 
Medicine on our issues and passionately advocated for their pas-
sage.  

The real importance of FMA meeting is that it shows how individ-
uals from different backgrounds, beliefs and philosophies can 
come together and discuss serious issues and concerns and devel-
op policy without personal attacks or vitriol. We can rise above 
the partisan fighting and demonstrate how physicians can do 
what is best for the practice of medicine and our patients. The 
first-time members of the delegation really enjoyed the experi-
ence and were truly immersed in the process. In order to do this 
important work, we must all belong to both organizations. Please 
maintain your membership in the ACP and the FMA. The more 
dual members we have means the more delegates at the annual 
meeting; this allows us to have a greater voice in the process and 
better represent the needs of the members. 

Finally, I believe that if you are not at the table, you are on the 
menu. The political process in this country is such that only by 
getting medicine friendly candidates elected can we hope to 
change the trajectory of the legislature. To do that, it requires 
contributions to political action committees. Your delegation won, 
for the second year in a row, the most amount of money raised at 
the meeting by a specialty society. I am beyond proud of the work 
done by the delegation and am so fortunate to serve as your Gov-
ernor of the ACP and as the Treasurer of the FMA. An African 
proverb says that if we want to go faster, we go alone but if we 
want to go further, we go together. Let’s continue to work togeth-
er so we can achieve all that is good in medicine.  

Thank you as always. 

Jason M. Goldman, MD, FACP 
Governor, Florida Chapter American College of Physicians 



 

TIME TO VACCINATE?  
ATLANTIC HEALTH PARTNERS CAN HELP! 

 Whether it’s a toddler getting scheduled vaccines, 
children and teens going back to school or off to 
college, adults needing boosters, or flu season - 
Atlantic Health Partners is a strong resource for 
the Florida Chapter ACP members to strengthen 
their immunization efforts by offering most favora-
ble vaccine prices, purchasing support and pro-
gram management assistance. 

 Key benefits include: 

 Most favorable pricing for Sanofi, Merck, Pfizer 
(Trumenba®), Dynavax and Seqirus vaccines 

No minimum quantity requirements to always 
receive most favorable pricing and terms 

•      Excellent and timely customer service includ-
ing reimbursement support and advocacy 

•      One stop shopping for most vaccines 

•      No cost to join! 

 For information about the program please contact  

Jeff or Cindy at 800-741-2044 or  
info@atlantichealthpartners.com  
www.atlantichealthpartners.com 

August is National Immunization Month  
 

ACP’s Adult Immunization Hub  
is the Resource for You!  

 
 

View  ACP's Adult Immunization Resource Hub, which 
was developed as part of ACP’s I Raise the Rates initi-
ative.  ACP’s new online hub connects you and your 
practice with resources to help assess, understand 
and increase adult immunization rates.  
 
The resource hub provides  
 Updated clinical information,  
 Patient education materials,  
 Quality improvement guidance 
 Practice Management Assessment Tools 
 Practice Coaching Resources 
 

ACP members also have free access to the new ACP 
QI Advance Curriculum  Learn core QI skills that em-

power you to implement practice-changing initiatives 
to increase adult immunization rates in your prac-

tice.  Earn CME/MOC with this online resource.  This 
resource was developed by physicians for physicians 
and their clinical teams and takes clinicians through 
each stage of the Quality Improvement (QI) journey 

from establishing the “what” and “why” for change to 
implementing and sustaining change.  In addition to 
the QI Curriculum, ACP Advance offerings include a 
physician-led coaching service and chronic care re-

sources.  

Click here to learn more about ACP Advance or con-
tact Michele Duchin at MDuchin@acponline.org.  

Visit the Hub Today 
To read more go to 

https://www.atlantichealthpartners.com/immunization-

insights-1   

mailto:info@atlantichealthpartners.com
http://www.atlantichealthpartners.com
https://www.acponline.org/clinical-information/clinical-resources-products/adult-immunization
https://www.acponline.org/practice-resources/acp-quality-improvement/acp-advance/quality-improvement-curriculum
mailto:mduchin@acponline.org
https://www.acponline.org/clinical-information/clinical-resources-products/adult-immunization?utm_campaign=FY19_20_MD_EML_CDC_AI_MD9039&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.atlantichealthpartners.com%2fimmunization-insights-1&c=E,1,dzSIDfQ02i7f6i-TCU64f1CienNLjmLs7uDM4O-tmoTSlO-3VFoU5A15SCcy21rymjgWsCS8_IyLuCEj6PUiTuj6e7DPA5bCOgmllBh2FrVtDWAZIGk,&typo=1
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for the  
2019 Florida Chapter ACP  

Annual Scientific Meeting  
September 6—8, 2019  

The Westin Ft Lauderdale Beach Resort – Ft Lauderdale, Florida  

  

ONLINE REGISTRATION:  http://bit.ly/2LKoeP2 
(Registration fees will increase September 1, 2019) 

 

ONLINE RESERVATIONS:  
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-

link.mi?id=1558470692685&key=GRP&app=resvlink 
(800) 937-8461 or (954) 467-1111 

Group Room Rate - $119 S/D GROUP RATE CUTOFF: AUGUST 21, 2019  
Reservations made after cutoff will be accepted on a space available basis and may not be eligible for the group rate. 

 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
23.5 CME & 23.5 MOC  

Updates in Internal Medicine • Advanced Heart Failure 
Bariatric Surgery Follow-up • Cannabis Conundrums 

HIV Epidemic Update • Human Rights Clinic & T.H.R.I.V.E. 
Update in Prevention Guidelines for Adult Wellness • Telemedicine 

Transplant Nephrology Update • Travel Medicine 
*2 Hr. State Mandated Courses: FL Domestic Violence and Prevention of Medical Errors  

8th Annual Humanism in Medicine Lecture: Spirituality in Medicine 
Advancement to Fellowship • Women’s Networking 

Residents & Medical Students Program   
Formal Residents & Medical Students Poster Competition 

 Doctors Dilemma™ Finals Competition 
 
 
 

For information on Program & Meeting Registration: http://www.acponline.org/about_acp/chapters/fl/  

Or contact the FL Chapter Office: DMoerings@floridachapteracp.org or BAnderson@floridaschapteracp.org  

or 904-355-0800  

https://store.acponline.org/ebizatpro/Default.aspx?TabID=1356&productId=251930418&&ct=a75fd319a563fe18951ed4c831cda5ce55830cc07eb4bbb6a8998c371aabf0511c4d1a0aefe9bc3081f674d48a027f69cfbe1b3436b522d220a9d0aa3c761feD:/FLACPbridget/Documents/12.8.15%20documents
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1558470692685&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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https://store.acponline.org/ebizatpro/Default.aspx?TabID=1356&productId=251930418&&ct=a75fd319a563fe18951ed4c831cda5ce55830cc07eb4bbb6a8998c371aabf0511c4d1a0aefe9bc3081f674d48a027f69cfbe1b3436b522d220a9d0aa3c761feD:/FLACPbridget/Documents/12.8.15%20documents

