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Testimony in Support of HB 5504 
 
Dear Senator Abrams, Representative Steinberg and members of the Public Health Committee, 
 
The CT Chapter of the American College of Physicians supports HB 5044 and appreciates your 
efforts to improve immunization rates in Connecticut and protect our most vulnerable citizens 
by making vaccine requirements stricter and removing non-medical exemptions.  
 
We share the position of the American College of Physicians, who published a policy statement 
in 2015 supporting the immunization of all children, adolescents, and adults, according to the 
recommendations and standards established by the U.S. Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP), National Vaccine Advisory Committee (NVAC), and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC).   Further the policy supports state laws designed to promote all 
recommended immunizations and calls on states to pass legislation to eliminate any existing 
exemptions, except for medical reasons, from their immunization laws.   
 
Allowing exemptions based on non-medical reasons poses a risk both to the unvaccinated 
person and to public health, as intentionally unvaccinated individuals can pose a danger to the 
public, especially to individuals who cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons.  Physicians 
should help educate patients and parents about the risks of vaccine preventable diseases and 
the safety and effectiveness of vaccines.   Outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases have been 
linked to communities of unvaccinated and undervaccinated individuals.i ii Studies indicate that 
the easier it is to receive an exemption, the higher the rate of exemptions in a particular state.iii 
iv v  As the number of exemptions increases, the risk of vaccine-preventable disease has been 
found to increase. vi Exemptions from evidence-based immunization requirements should be 
limited to medical indications in order to protect the public’s health.   
 
While we are generally supportive of the language in HB550, we recommend the following 
changes to remain in line with current medical practice and immunization requirements.  
 

1. Sec 1 (a) Second immunization for measles is now recommended and required prior to 
entry into Kindergarten (not seventh grade) 

2. Sec 1 (a)(5) referencing pertussis after age 6 should be removed.  Pertussis is now given 
through adulthood in the TdaP vaccine (and required for 7th grade). 

3. Sec 6 (3) add language after “his or her discretion” such as “that is supported by 
currently accepted evidenced based medicine” or similar 

4. Specify that the form for medical exemptions be submitted to the child’s school, their 
local health department and the Department of Public Health                                                 
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Respectfully submitted,  
 
Rebecca Andrews MS, MD, FACP 
Associate Program Director, University of CT Internal Medicine Residency Program 
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