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America’s Frontline Physicians Urge U.S. Senate to Find a New Way Forward with Health
Care

560,000 physicians and medical students oppose the American Health Care Act

Washington, D.C. (May 4, 2017)—"“Our organizations, which represent over 560,000 physicians
and medical students, are deeply disappointed that the U.S. House of Representatives today
passed the American Health Care Act (AHCA), an inherently flawed bill that would do great
harm to our patients. We urge the Senate to promptly put aside the AHCA, and instead work
with our organizations to achieve real bipartisan solutions to improve affordability, access, and
coverage for all.

Our members are the frontline physicians who provide physical and mental health care services
to millions of patients each day. We provide care to children, the aged, those with chronic
conditions, people battling addiction, and the many individuals who are seeking prevention and
wellness services in an attempt to be healthier. Our members see firsthand the important role
that health care coverage and access to affordable, high quality care plays in people’s lives and
their pursuit of better health and well-being. They also recall those days when insurers
discriminated against patients based on the patient’s age, gender, or health conditions, and
when those with mental health and substance use disorders had no coverage at all.

Before and throughout the AHCA debate, our organizations continually offered constructive
ideas on achieving agreement on legislation consistent with our shared principles. Regrettably,
the AHCA, as amended and passed by the House, violates our principles, dramatically
increasing costs for older individuals, resulting in millions of people losing their health care
coverage, and returning to a system that allows insurers to discriminate against people with
pre-existing conditions. We also oppose the AHCA’s Medicaid cuts, including: capping and
cutting the federal government’s contribution to Medicaid, sunsetting federal funding for
Medicaid expansion, and eliminating Medicaid coverage of essential benefits.

We call on the U.S. Senate to do the right thing for patients, first, by not taking up the AHCA in
any form, and second by working to achieve real bipartisan solutions to ensure that coverage
remains affordable; stabilizing the individual market; ensuring long-term, adequate funding for
the CHIP program; making primary, preventive, and mental health and substance use services
more readily available to all Americans; lowering the costs of pharmaceutical treatments;
reforming our medical liability laws; and reducing the administrative and regulatory burdens that
add costs and take our time away from our patients. We stand ready to assist the Congress on
achieving these and other necessary improvements.”


https://www.acponline.org/acp_policy/letters/joint_principles_priorities_coverage_benefits_consumer_protections_2017.pdf
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About the American Academy of Family Physicians
Founded in 1947, the AAFP represents 124,900 physicians and medical students nationwide. It
is the only medical society devoted solely to primary care.

Family physicians conduct approximately one in five office visits -- that's 192 million visits
annually or 48 percent more than the next most visited medical specialty. Today, family
physicians provide more care for America's underserved and rural populations than any other
medical specialty. Family medicine's cornerstone is an ongoing, personal patient-physician
relationship focused on integrated care.

To learn more about the specialty of family medicine, the AAFP's positions (5 page PDF) on
issues and clinical care, and for downloadable multi-media highlighting family medicine,

visit www.aafp.org/media. For information about health care, health conditions and wellness,
please visit the AAFP's award-winning consumer

website, www.FamilyDoctor.org(www.familydoctor.orq).

About the American Academy of Pediatrics

The American Academy of Pediatrics is an organization of 66,000 primary care pediatricians,
pediatric medical subspecialists and pediatric surgical specialists dedicated to the health, safety
and well-being of infants, children, adolescents and young adults. For more information,

visit www.aap.org and follow us on Twitter @AmerAcadPeds.

About the American College of Physicians

The American College of Physicians is the largest medical specialty organization in the United
States with members in more than 145 countries worldwide. ACP membership includes 152,000
internal medicine physicians (internists), related subspecialists, and medical students. Internal
medicine physicians are specialists who apply scientific knowledge and clinical expertise to the
diagnosis, treatment, and compassionate care of adults across the spectrum from health to
complex illness. Follow ACP on Twitter and Facebook.

About the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (The College), a 501(c)(3)
organization, is the nation's leading group of physicians providing health care for women. As a
private, voluntary, nonprofit membership organization of more than 58,000 members, The
College strongly advocates for quality health care for women, maintains the highest standards
of clinical practice and continuing education of its members, promotes patient education, and
increases awareness among its members and the public of the changing issues facing women's
health care. The American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), a 501(c)(6)
organization, is its companion.

About the American Osteopathic Association

The American Osteopathic Association (AOA) represents more than 129,000 osteopathic
physicians (DOs) and osteopathic medical students; promotes public health; encourages
scientific research; serves as the primary certifying body for DOs; and is the accrediting agency
for osteopathic medical schools. Visit DoctorsThatDO.org to learn more about osteopathic
medicine.
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About the American Psychiatric Association

The American Psychiatric Association, founded in 1844, is the oldest medical association in the
country. The APA is also the largest psychiatric association in the world with more than 37,000
physician members specializing in the diagnosis, treatment, prevention and research of mental
illnesses. APA’s vision is to ensure access to quality psychiatric diagnosis and treatment. For
more information, please visit www.psychiatry.org.

Media contacts:

American Academy of Family Physicians: Leslie Champlin | (800) 274-2237, Ext. 5224
| Ichampli@aafp.org

American Academy of Pediatrics: Jamie Poslosky | 202-724-3301 | jposlosky@aap.org

American College of Physicians: Jackie Blaser | 202-261-4572 | jblaser@acponline.org

American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists: Megan Christin | 202-863-2423
| mchristin@acog.org

American Osteopathic Association: Jessica Bardoulas | 312-202-
8038 | jbardoulas@osteopathic.org

American Psychiatric Association: Glenn O’Neal | 703-907-8640
| goneal@psych.org



http://www.psychiatry.org/
mailto:lchampli@aafp.org
mailto:jposlosky@aap.org
mailto:jblaser@acponline.org
mailto:mchristin@acog.org
mailto:%20jbardoulas@osteopathic.org
mailto:goneal@psych.org

