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American College of Physicians Statement of Support for S.J. Res. 198

The American College of Physicians (ACP) urges Senators to vote yes on S.J. Res. 198, a
resolution expressing congressional disapproval of the implementation of the Wasteful and
Inappropriate Services Reduction (WISeR) model by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS).

While ACP recognizes the importance of reducing waste and ensuring that patients receive
appropriate, high-value care, we do not support the WISeR Model in its current form. Prior
authorization was originally intended to prevent unnecessary care and control costs. However,
it too often results in needless delays, confusion, and barriers to medically necessary care.
Rather than streamlining prior authorization, WISeR risks adding another layer of complexity to
an already burdensome process.

ACP is particularly concerned about the model’s reliance on artificial intelligence (Al) and other
technology-enabled processes to support prior authorization activities. These systems could
unnecessarily delay patient care while placing demands on physicians and their practices.
Physicians may be forced to wait for authorization decisions regarding care they have already
determined is medically necessary and to modify documentation to satisfy technical system
requirements. Errors, rigid documentation standards, or system misinterpretations could also
result in inappropriate denials, further delaying care and contributing to administrative burden,
financial instability, and physician burnout.

ACP urges Senators to support S.J. Res. 198 and ensure that efforts to reduce waste in Medicare
do not create additional barriers between patients and the care recommended by their
physicians.
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