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1. ACP reaffirms principles of preserving the patient-physician relationship and 

protecting against inappropriate government interference in the practice of medicine.  

2. ACP opposes legal restrictions on providing and receiving medical care that is 

evidence-based, clinically indicated, and guided by biomedical ethics.  

3. ACP supports the development and implementation of shield laws that protect against 

criminal and civil penalties brought from other states for providing health care 

(including, but not limited to, reproductive health care and gender-affirming care) that 

is evidence-based, clinically indicated, and guided by biomedical ethics, regardless of 

the patient’s state of residence and even when such care is restricted in the patient’s 

home state. State shield laws should contain the following provisions: 

a) Protection of health professionals from out-of-state investigations for care 

legally provided in the state, including extradition, witness requests, and out-

of-state judgements  

b) Noncooperation with interstate subpoenas seeking protected health 

information 

c) Safeguarding against professional licensure repercussions and threats to 

medical malpractice insurance policies resulting from adverse action for care 

that is legal in the shield state initiated by a state that was not the site of care  

d) Protection for telehealth services provided legally in the health professional’s 

location, regardless of the patient’s location  


