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June 10, 2025

The Honorable Marco Rubio
Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of State
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Rubio,

On behalf of the American College of Physicians (ACP), | write to respectfully request a national
interest exemption for medical students, residents and physicians impacted by the travel
restrictions outlined in the Presidential Proclamation, “Restricting the Entry of Foreign Nationals
to Protect the United States from Foreign Terrorists and Other National Security and Public
Safety Threats” These restrictions risk undermining the global exchange of medical knowledge
and collaboration by limiting the ability of international medical students and physicians to
train, practice, and participate in clinical, educational, and research activities in the United
States. Most importantly, they threaten to restrict Americans’ access to high-quality care at a
time when our nation faces critical physician workforce shortages.

ACP is the largest medical specialty organization and the second largest physician membership
society in the United States. ACP members include 161,000 internal medicine physicians,
related subspecialists, and medical students. Internal medicine physicians are specialists who
apply scientific knowledge, clinical expertise, and compassion to the preventive, diagnostic, and
therapeutic care of adults across the spectrum from health to complex illness.

In March 2025, the National Resident Matching Program placed 6,653 non-U.S. international
medical graduates (IMGs) into residency positions set to begin July 1. Of those, 3,575—
approximately 34%—matched into categorical internal medicine. Teaching hospitals across the
country rely heavily on these residents to deliver essential care. Barring non-U.S. IMGs from
entering the U.S. under the proclamation would disrupt graduate medical education and
exacerbate staffing shortages, directly compromising patient care.

Currently, IMGs comprise approximately 25% of the U.S. physician workforce and play a vital
role in delivering care to underserved communities, including rural and medically underserved
urban areas where there is a persistent shortage of U.S.-born and U.S.-trained physicians.
Restricting the entry of these highly qualified professionals threatens to disrupt care for
thousands of patients—including American veterans—who rely on them for essential health
services.
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We therefore urge you to grant national interest exemptions for medical students, residents
and physicians from the 19 designated countries who otherwise meet the requirements for
entry into the U.S. These individuals should be permitted to travel for essential professional
activities, including participation in medical conferences, research collaborations, residency and
fellowship training, and direct patient care.

While we fully support the imperative of protecting national security through strong vetting
procedures, these efforts must be balanced against the urgent and ongoing workforce needs of
the U.S. health care system. Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and for your
continued efforts to protect both national security and public health. If you have any questions,
please contact Renee Butkus, Director Health Policy at rbutkus@acponline.org.

Sincerely,

/%W

Jason M. Goldman, MD, MACP
President



