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May 13, 2025

The Honorable Jason Smith The Honorable Richard Neal
Chairman Ranking Member

Ways and Means Committee Ways and Means Committee
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Smith and Ranking Member Neal:

On behalf of the American College of Physicians (ACP), | am writing to provide input as the
Ways and Means Committee marks up its portion of legislative proposals to comply with the
reconciliation instructions included in section 2001 of the Concurrent Resolution on the
Budget for Fiscal Year 2025, H. Con. Res. 14. While we have grave concerns about the overall
impact of the reconciliation package on those who rely upon Medicaid and food assistance
to continue to receive benefits, and for medical students and residents to obtain student
loans to complete their education, we also urge you to preserve and protect the energy tax
credits and other incentives that advance clean energy and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions.

ACP is the largest medical specialty organization and the second largest physician
membership society in the United States. ACP members include 161,000 internal medicine
physicians, related subspecialists, and medical students. Internal medicine physicians are
specialists who apply scientific knowledge, clinical expertise, and compassion to the
preventive, diagnostic, and therapeutic care of adults across the spectrum from health to
complex illness.

Clean Energy

ACP supported the clean energy and air provisions included in the Inflation Reduction Act.
As there has been discussion of phasing out, eliminating or rolling back those incentives, we
urge the Committee to continue the clean energy incentives. Tax credits, rebates and other
programs authorized under the IRA incentivize investments to spur clean and renewable
energy development and use and reduce GHG emissions. The IRA also contains new
incentives for renewable energy development and incentives for households to transform
their energy use and consumption. It includes incentives for electric vehicle purchase and
clean domestic manufacturing while providing support for green energy project financing
and reducing emissions in the agricultural sector.
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ACP supports strong, comprehensive climate change mitigation and adaptation policies,
such as that contained in the IRA, including the transition from fossil fuels to clean energy
and energy efficiency. ACP also supports incentives for renewable energy and wind and solar
production as that will help get the country to relying more on clean energy. We fully
support efforts to reduce the harmful health effects to Americans caused by global warming
and climate change as we have supported the goals of the Paris Climate Accord.

ACP’s policy supports the investment in clean energy to mitigate the increased rate of
disease, injuries and premature deaths associated with climate change. In 2016, ACP
released an policy paper on-climate change and human health policy calling for immediate
action to mitigate and adapt to global climate change. The paper outlined the effect that
climate change has on human health, including increased risk of heat-related illness,
respiratory diseases, and behavioral health issues. These health effects have a
disproportionate effect on certain communities, including the elderly and outdoor workers.
ACP recommended public health interventions, environmental sustainability in the health
care sector, and aggressive mitigation and adaptation initiatives like promoting active
transportation. Since then, ACP has signed the U.S. Call to Action on Climate, Health, and
Equity: A Policy Action Agenda. This framework maintains “Climate change is one of the
greatest threats to health America has ever faced—it is a true public health emergency” and
recommends that policymakers transition from fossil fuels to clean, safe, renewable energy;
encourage active transportation; promote healthy, sustainable agriculture; aid workers
affected by climate change mitigation and adaptation policies; incorporate climate solutions
into health care and public health systems; and build resilient communities. The call
underscores that “equity must be central to climate action.”

Environmental Justice

The IRA provided $60 billion to address the disproportionate burden of pollution and
climate change on low-income communities and communities of color. ACP signed a joint
letter urging Congress to pass legislation making substantial investments that advance
health equity and environmental justice. Environmental factors and other social drivers of
health that disproportionately affect racial and ethnic minorities, including the effect on
health of largescale infectious disease outbreaks and climate change, must be addressed.

ACP released the position paper, “Understanding and Addressing Disparities and
Discrimination Affecting the Health and Health Care of Persons and Populations at Highest
Risk,” which offered specific recommendations to address issues that disproportionately
affect racial and ethnic minorities, including during the environment. ACP supports Congress
and the Administration adopting policies that address the needs of communities
disproportionately affected by climate change, including people with low-income,
communities of color, outdoor workers, and the aged and disabled. These social drivers and
environmental factors influence an individual’s health status even though they are
sometimes not part of the health care system.
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Conclusion

We appreciate this opportunity to provide input to the Committee as it marks up its portion
of the BBB. We believe the bill could be strengthened by helping to provide critical access to
care for patients and preserving standards to promote clean energy to reduce GHG
emissions and to promote environmental justice in communities of color that have been
more exposed to environmentally harmful sites than Whites. Should you have any
questions, or if we can be of further assistance, please contact George Lyons at
glyons@acponline.org.

Sincerely,
%W«\
Jason M Goldman, MD FACP

President, American College of Physicians

cc: Speaker Mike Johnson
Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries



