
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 26, 2026 
 
Kelly Ayotte 
Governor of New Hampshire 
Office of the Governor 
State House 
107 North Main Street 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
Dear Governor Ayotte,  
  

On behalf of the American College of Physicians (ACP) and the ACP New Hampshire 
Chapter, we are deeply concerned about a recent letter from some members of the New 
Hampshire Committee on COVID Response and Efficacy calling for the immediate 
discontinuation of mRNA COVID-19 vaccine recommendations in the state. As a physician-
membership organization committed to evidence-based medicine and vaccine access, we urge 
you to continue supporting access to mRNA COVID-19 vaccines, including for children ages 6 
months and older, consistent with guidance from the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
and other leading medical organizations.1,2 
 
 ACP is the largest medical specialty organization and the second-largest physician group 
in the United States. Our membership includes 163,000 internal medicine physicians, related 
subspecialists, and medical students. Internal medicine physicians apply scientific knowledge 
and clinical experience to the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of disease and provide 
comprehensive, evidence-based care to adults across the spectrum from health to complex 
illness. There are also more than 1,496 internal medicine physicians in New Hampshire. As 
physicians who care for patients every day, ACP members understand the importance of 
evidence-based recommendations that support patient care. 
 
 ACP supports public health recommendations that are grounded in science and 
evidence. As ACP recently stated in the Annals of Internal Medicine, vaccine recommendations 
should be based on a robust review of evidence and developed through established scientific 
processes, ensuring that guidance is driven by science.3 We are concerned that the Special 
Committee's letter attempts to portray mRNA COVID-19 vaccines as unsafe while relying 
heavily on outlier sources that do not reflect the broader scientific consensus or the large body 
of credible, peer-reviewed literature supporting these vaccines. For example, research 
published just this week found that adults who received the updated COVID-19 vaccine were 
50% less likely to require emergency department visits, and 55% less likely to be hospitalized 

https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/34259/12-medical-groups-representing-1-million-health?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-26-00773
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2850668?&utm_source=BulletinHealthCare&utm_medium=email&utm_term=062426&utm_content=MEMBER&utm_campaign=article_alert-morning_rounds_daily&utm_uid=&utm_effort=DAMR01


 

with COVID-19 than those who were not vaccinated.4 Further, while concerns about 
myocarditis (heart inflammation) are frequently raised, studies have found that the risk of 
myocarditis is seven times higher following COVID-19 infection than following vaccination.5 

ACP also supports patient access to recommended vaccines, patient choice, and 
preserving the physician-patient relationship. Maintaining access to mRNA COVID-19 vaccines 
does not mean everyone is required to receive the vaccine; rather, it ensures that New 
Hampshire residents continue to have access to evidence-based preventive care. Preserving 
access to recommended vaccines also supports a strong physician-patient relationship by 
allowing physicians and patients to discuss care options based on each patient's individual 
needs and circumstances. 

For these reasons, we urge you to continue supporting the current mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine recommendations in New Hampshire, including for children ages 6 months and older. 
Discontinuing these recommendations would create unnecessary barriers to evidence-based 
preventive care. We respectfully ask that you continue to support access to COVID-19 vaccines 
for all New Hampshire residents. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan K. Carney, MD, MPH, MACP, FRCP 
President, American College of Physicians 
 
 

 
Elaine M. Silverman, MD, MPH, FACP 
Governor, New Hampshire Chapter, American College of Physicians 
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