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October 29, 2025

The Honorable Bill Cassidy, MD The Honorable Bernard Sanders
Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Health, Education, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor & Pensions Labor & Pensions

United States Senate Unites States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Cassidy and Ranking Member Sanders:

On behalf of the American College of Physicians (ACP), | am writing to share our views on
the qualifications and credentials that anyone nominated to serve as Surgeon General of
the United States must have. As you move forward with the process to confirm the person
who will lead the United States Public Health Service Commissioned Corps (PHSCC), we
urge you to keep in mind these criteria that any nominee should meet: 1) baseline
professional medical qualifications; 2) specialized training or significant experience in
public health policy; 3) no significant conflicts of interest; and 4) willingness and ability to
combat medical dis- and misinformation. ACP is greatly concerned that at a time when
our public health challenges are most severe, that these factors will not be
adequately applied as they have been in the past for previous nominees to be the U.S.
Surgeon General.

ACP is the largest medical specialty organization and the second largest physician
membership society in the United States. ACP members include 162,000 internal medicine
physicians, related subspecialists, and medical students. Internal medicine physicians are
specialists who apply scientific knowledge, clinical expertise, and compassion to the
preventive, diagnostic, and therapeutic care of adults across the spectrum from health to
complexillness.

Medical Qualifications

As the nation’s doctor, the Surgeon General leads the PHSCC with the mission of
protecting the public health and safety for the entire country. More than 6,500 members of
the PHSCC are on the front lines of responding to public health threats, and its leader
should have the requisite medical qualifications. The Surgeon General must meet the
minimum requirements of any practicing physician, including graduation from an
accredited medical school, completing an accredited residency, becoming board certified
in a medical specialty, and obtaining and maintaining active medical licensure. Itis also
imperative that the Surgeon General has substantial clinical experience treating patients.
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The PHSCC furnishes numerous medical services for the public at large, who are its
patients. These services include treating underserved populations, preventing the spread
of disease, providing guidance for a wide range of current and emerging public health
challenges, such as treating behavioral health and substance use disorders, engaging in
tobacco cessation efforts, and addressing domestic and global health emergencies such
as pandemics. These vast medical responsibilities require that the Surgeon General has
the necessary credentials and experience as a practicing physician.

Public Health Experience

Itis not only important that the Surgeon General have previous public health experience; it
is also required by statute. Specifically, 42 U.S.C. 8205 states that the Surgeon General
shall, “have specialized training or significant experience in public health programs.” The
statute was written with the expectation that nominations would be made in good faith that
nominees would possess some public health background. Indeed, previous Surgeons
General held various positions or had experience related to public health, including
leading major medical associations, experience in large-scale medical operations,
hospital administration, public health officer at various levels, and state health
commissioner.

Conflicts of Interest

Whether products or services, pharmaceuticals or wellness advice, a physician’s business
arrangements cannot place the physician’s financial interest in conflict with a patient’s
well-being. When a physician endorses or markets products or services such as lab
testing, prevention and wellness guidance, and supplements; these financial influences on
clinical judgment should be guided only by the patient’s best interests and appropriate
utilization, not by pecuniary factors. The same standard applies to the Surgeon General—
they must seek to ensure that their practice of medicine takes primacy over any financial
considerations stemming from the physician's investments or business arrangements.
Trustin the profession—and the Surgeon General—is undermined when there is even an
appearance of impropriety.

Surgeons General who have potential financial conflicts of interest must not in any way
compromise their objective clinical judgment or the best interests of patients or the public
health. The Surgeon General must critically evaluate all medical information, ensuring that
they are utilizing accurate data and evidence-based medicine to develop policy and advise
the public. As the chief medical spokesperson for the country, the Surgeon General
publishes reports, advisories, and warnings about various clinical and public health topics
such as alcohol and tobacco use, firearm violence prevention, suicide prevention,
behavioral health, loneliness, social media impact on health, health mis- and
disinformation, maternal health, opioid use and addiction, among others. Itis crucial that
the Surgeon General does not have conflicts of interest when they make these public
health recommendations.



Countering Medical Dis- and Misinformation

All public health officials, but especially the Surgeon General, must prioritize and
coordinate efforts to combat health-related dis- and misinformation through all media
outlets, especially social media platforms. The Surgeon General should be able to
aggressively address dis- and misinformation through fact checking, health and media
literacy training, and other interventions. This includes working with specific populations
to identify information needs and develop effective messaging and partner with social
media and other outlets to elevate evidence-based, credible sources.

Additionally, ACP supports strong safeguards to protect public health departments from
undue political influence that restricts implementation of evidence-based public health
interventions. Accordingly, the Surgeon General must effectively ensure that public health
officials at all levels of government are insulated from any undue political pressure.

We strongly recommend that you utilize the above criteria when considering the necessary
qualifications for Surgeon General as the confirmation process moves forward. The
College looks forward to working with you and your colleagues as you address public
health policy in the 119" Congress. If you have any questions or comments, please
contact Jared Frost, Manager, Legislative Affairs, at either jfrost@acponline.org or 202-
261-4526.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
/MMW

Jason M. Goldman, MD, MACP
President
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