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June 5, 2025

The Honorable Marco Rubio
Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of State
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Rubio,

On behalf of the American College of Physicians (ACP), | am writing to express concern about
the U.S. State Department’s decision to temporarily pause all new student and exchange visa
interviews - including J-1 visas for non-U.S. international medical graduates (non-U.S. IMGs)
who have accepted positions in U.S. Graduate Medical Education (GME) programs - as part of
efforts to implement expanded social media screening and vetting procedures. This pause
threatens to delay the arrival of thousands of incoming physicians who are scheduled to begin
work at US hospitals as residents in training in July. These physicians play a vital role in
delivering health care across the country.

ACP is the largest medical specialty organization and the second largest physician membership
society in the United States. ACP members include 161,000 internal medicine physicians,
related subspecialists, and medical students. Internal medicine physicians are specialists who
apply scientific knowledge, clinical expertise, and compassion to the preventive, diagnostic, and
therapeutic care of adults across the spectrum from health to complex illness.

In March 2025, the National Resident Matching Program placed 6,653 non-U.S. IMGs into
training positions that start on July 1, 2025. For categorical internal medicine, 3575 (33.8% of
10,941) matched spots were filled with non-U.S. IMGs. Teaching hospitals depend on these
residents to provide essential care. Delays in visa processing not only disrupt medical training
programs but also jeopardize patient care by straining an already overextended clinical
workforce.

We respectfully urge the State Department to move swiftly in implementing any necessary
vetting procedures to ensure that visa processing—particularly for non-U.S. IMG J-1
applicants—resumes without delay. Expedited review of pending J-1 applications is critical to
avoid uncertainty and prevent unnecessary disruptions to health care delivery.

We fully recognize the importance of national security and the need for thorough vetting of visa
applicants. However, we ask that this process be balanced with the urgent workforce needs of
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the U.S. health care system. Non-U.S. IMGs should not face undue delays unless specific and
credible concerns exist.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and your commitment to safeguarding both our
national security and our public health infrastructure. If you have any questions, please contact
Renee Butkus, Director Health Policy at rbutkus@acponline.org.

Sincerely,

%AAW

Jason M. Goldman, MD, MACP
President



