
 
 

 

 
 

 

June 12, 2026 
 
The Honorable David Rouzer    The Honorable Joe Courtney 
United States House of Representatives    United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515                                                   Washington, DC  20515 
 
The Honorable Jennifer Kiggans                                     The Honorable Ami Bera 
United States House of Representatives   United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515     Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Representatives Rouzer, Courtney, Kiggans, and Bera: 
 
On behalf of the American College of Physicians (ACP), I am writing to share our support for 
H.R. 8765, the Prioritizing Primary Care Act. This legislation would mandate an annual report on 
federal spending on primary care as well as establish a working group to study and make 
recommendations on how each federal health program may prioritize primary care spending.  
 
ACP is the largest medical specialty organization and the second-largest physician group in the 
United States. College members include 161,000 internal medicine physicians, related 
subspecialists, and medical students. Internal medicine physicians are specialists who apply 
scientific knowledge and clinical expertise to the diagnosis, treatment, and compassionate care 
of adults across the spectrum from health to complex illness. Additionally, internal medicine is 
the specialty with the largest number of active physicians specializing in primary care, with 
120,342 internal medicine physicians being identified as specializing in primary care in 2021.  
 
We are grateful that this legislation includes a provision to ensure that each federal agency that 
administers a federal health care program shall submit to Congress a report on primary care 
spending. This report will include the total dollar amount of federal funds expended or 
obligated under each federal health care program that is attributable to primary care spending. 
Our policy paper on coverage and cost of care states that only between 6 percent and 8 percent 
of health care dollars are spent on primary care, but greater use of primary care is associated 
with decreased health expenditures, higher patient satisfaction, fewer hospitalizations and 
emergency department visits, and lower mortality.  
 
We also support a working group on primary care to study and make recommendations on how 
each federal health program may prioritize primary care spending and how to alleviate 
shortages and improve the quality of primary care in rural and underserved areas.   
 

https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M19-2415?_ga=2.115067655.1285744419.1731338322-931781502.1649951016
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29091564/
https://www.milbank.org/2017/07/getting-primary-care-oriented-measuring-primary-care-spending/
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We believe this working group should examine policies to expand the number of primary care 
physicians.  It is estimated that there will be a shortage of 20,200 to 40,400 primary care 
physicians by 2036. A 2021 report by the National Academy of Sciences, Engineering and 
Medicine (NASEM) called on policymakers to increase investment in primary care as evidence 
shows that it is critical for achieving health care’s quadruple aim (enhancing patient experience, 
improving population, reducing costs, and improving the health care team experience).  
 
We appreciate your support for primary care and look forward to working with you to pass this 
legislation.  Should you have any questions regarding our letter, please do not hesitate to 
contact Brian Buckley, Senior Associate, Legislative Affairs at bbuckley@acponline.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 Jan K. Carney, MD, MPH, MACP, FRCP  
 President, American College of Physicians 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aamc.org/media/75236/download?attachment
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/implementing-high-quality-primary-care
mailto:bbuckley@acponline.org

