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July 17,2026

The Honorable Brett Guthrie The Honorable Frank Pallone

Chair Ranking Member

House Energy and Commerce Committee House Energy and Commerce Committee
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chair Guthrie and Ranking Member Pallone:

On behalf of the American College of Physicians (ACP), I am writing to express our strong
support for the Lower Costs, More Transparency Act, H.R. 9393. ACP commends you for your
bipartisanship and commitment to improving access to and affordability of health care for
patients. We supported the passage of the Lower Costs, More Transparency Act, which passed
the House in the 118" Congress, and we continue to support its reintroduction and passage in this
Congress under H.R. 9393. We thank you for your leadership in introducing this critical
legislation that builds upon previous regulatory and legislative efforts to promote price
transparency in health care.

ACP is the largest medical specialty organization and the second-largest physician group in the
United States. College members include 163,000 internal medicine physicians, related
subspecialists, and medical students. Internal medicine physicians are specialists who apply
scientific knowledge and clinical expertise to the diagnosis, treatment, and compassionate care of
adults across the spectrum from health to complex illness.

The Lower Costs, More Transparency Act would require important price publication
requirements for hospitals, ambulatory surgical centers, imaging services, clinical laboratories,
and health plans. ACP supports reliable and valid health care price information, expected out-of-
pocket costs, and quality data that allows patients, physicians, payers, and other stakeholders to
compare and assess medical services and products in a meaningful way. We support provisions
in this legislation that would require health plans and health care facilities to clearly
communicate to patients whether a physician or clinician is in-network or out-of-network and the
estimated out-of-pocket payment responsibilities of the patient. In our letter of support for this
legislation in the previous Congress, we recommended that health plans and other health care
organizations develop patient-targeted health care value decision-making tools that are written
for patients at all levels of health literacy, that make price, estimated out-of-pocket cost, and
quality data available to consumers. This information should be communicated in an easy-to-
understand way.

The College remains very supportive of provisions in this bill that would address a common
Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs) practice: price spreading. PBMs administer prescription
drug coverage for more than 266 million Americans in private and public health plans, making
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them the principal purchasers of prescription drugs in the United States. While they are supposed
to help make prescription drugs more affordable, the reality is that prescription drug prices
continue to rise. Prescription drug prices have increased by more than 10 percent per year for
each of the top 20 brand-name drugs prescribed to American seniors, and PBMs negotiate
rebates from those higher prices. This legislation would provide greater clarity on PBMs’ price
spreading practices, in which PBMs charge health plans more for prescription drugs than PBMs
pay to pharmacies, guaranteeing revenue for PBMs. Price spreading creates a perverse incentive
for PBMs to favor more expensive drugs to get the largest revenue spread. As physicians, we
have seen the result of PBM price spreading, with our patients paying more out-of-pocket for
prescription drugs they need to treat and manage their chronic conditions.

Once again, we thank you for your commitment to health care price transparency. We stand
ready to serve as a resource to advocate for this critical legislation. If you have any questions,
please contact Vy Oxman, Senior Associate of Legislative Affairs, at voxman@acponline.org.

Sincerely,
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Jan K. Carney, MD, MPH, MACP, FRCP

President, American College of Physicians
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