
 
 

 

August 3, 2026 
 
The Honorable Tom Cole     The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Chairman       Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations    Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives   United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Susan Collins    The Honorable Patty Murray 
Chair        Vice Chair 
Committee on Appropriations    Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate     United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Chairman Cole, Ranking Member DeLauro, Chair Collins, and Vice Chair Murray:  
 
On behalf of the American College of Physicians (ACP), I write in strong support of, “Sec. 157. 
Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance”, as included in the Continuing Appropriations and 
Extensions Act, 2027, H.R. 6500. Sec. 157 would prevent implementation of the Office of 
Management and Budget’s (OMB) proposed grants rule, “Regulation Codifying 
Policies on Federal Financial Assistance” published on May 29, 2026, in the Federal Register.  
Sec. 157 prevents implementation through the duration of the continuing resolution (CR), 
December 11, 2026.  In addition to urging both of your chambers to approve this provision 
contained in the current CR, we strongly urge you to adopt this rider for any subsequent fiscal year 
2027 (FY 2027) CR as well as including it in any final FY 2027 appropriations bills. As you work to 
reconcile House and Senate differences in the CR, ACP remains extremely concerned that the 
OMB proposal opens the door to politicizing public health and scientific decision making 
surrounding federal grants. 
 
ACP is the largest medical specialty organization and the second largest physician membership 
society in the United States. ACP members include 163,000 internal medicine physicians, related 
subspecialists, and medical students. Internal medicine physicians are specialists who apply 
scientific knowledge, clinical expertise, and compassion to the preventive, diagnostic, and 
therapeutic care of adults across the spectrum from health to complex illness. 
 
As noted in ACP’s previous comments to OMB, for decades federal programs authorized and 
appropriated spending by Congress have been implemented and managed by career staff and 
subject matter experts. Community health centers, state and local health departments, 
hospitals, and research institutions all rely on federal grant funding to support the patient 
services, public health programs, research, disease surveillance, and other efforts that benefit 
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local communities and make our country healthier. These grants are a vital extension of the 
federal programs authorized and funded by Congress.  
 
ACP remains greatly concerned that the proposed “Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance” 
raises grave concerns that a dangerous precedent would be set by injecting political 
considerations into the federal grant-making process that will politicize funding decisions, shifting 
awards away from merit and evidence-based scientific rigor toward political expediency and 
influence, damaging the nation’s public health needs. The proposed guidance states that it 
provides, “essential tools for ensuring ongoing stewardship and responsible management and 
oversight by federal agencies of taxpayer resources throughout the award lifecycle.” However, 
federal agencies already have this authority. Agency leaders can and do reallocate resources 
based on shifting priorities or resource needs. The proposed guidance would allow for arbitrary 
decisions to be made about individual grants and the micromanaging of grants, outside of existing 
programmatic oversight and potentially in conflict with congressional intent and federal statute. 
 
In closing, we urge Congress to pass H.R. 6500, the Continuing Appropriations and Extensions 
Act, 2027, with Sec. 157 that would prohibit the OMB rule from going into effect through 
December 11, 2026. In addition, we strongly urge you to extend this rider in any succeeding CRs 
for FY 2027.  Most importantly, this rider must be included in any final appropriations bills or 
funding package that Congress approves for FY 2027. Congress cannot allow the proposed 
regulation to undermine the peer-review process that determines funding priorities and awards 
grants by allowing political appointees to override the judgment of subject matter experts. Please 
contact Jared Frost, Manager, Legislative Affairs at jfrost@acponline.org or 202-261-4526 if you 
have any questions or need any additional information. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jan K. Carney, MD, MPH, MACP, FRCP 

President 
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