
 
 

 

April 25, 2018 
 
The Honorable Jaime Herrera Beutler 
1107 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Diana DeGette 
2111 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Ryan Costello 
326 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representatives Herrera Beutler, DeGette, and Costello: 
 
On behalf of the undersigned physician organizations dedicated to the advancement of maternal health, we 
write to express our strong support for H.R. 1318, the bipartisan Preventing Maternal Deaths Act. This legislation 
addresses a troubling national public health issue: rising rates of maternal mortality in the United States.  

 
More women in the U.S. die from pregnancy complications than in any other developed country.i The U.S. saw a 
26% increase in the maternal mortality rate from 18.8 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2000 to 23.8 in 2014.ii 
Black women are disproportionately impacted by this disturbing trend. In 2011, the maternal mortality rate for 
non-Hispanic white women was 12.5 deaths per 100,000 live births compared with 42.8 deaths for non-Hispanic 
black women, almost four times as high.iii This trend also intersects with the opioid epidemic. In a growing 
number of states, suicide and overdose are the leading causes of maternal mortality.iv,v 
 
Congress has an opportunity to address this trend by investing in maternal mortality review committees 
(MMRCs) – interdisciplinary groups of local experts in maternal, infant, and public health – to examine maternal 
death cases and identify locally relevant ways to prevent future deaths.  
 
H.R. 1318 supports state MMRCs, and promotes national information sharing through the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), so that states can continue to learn from best practices and collaborate as 
needed. This bill will also put data to work through demonstration projects to eliminate disparities in maternal 
health outcomes. 
 
Thank you for your commitment to addressing rising rates of maternal mortality in the United States.  We look 
forward to working closely with you toward the enactment of H.R. 1318.  
 
Sincerely,   
 
American Academy of Family Physicians 
American Academy of Pediatrics  
American College of Obstetricians & Gynecologists  
American College of Physicians  
American Osteopathic Association 
American Psychiatric Association  
 
Cc: The Honorable Greg Walden 
 The Honorable Frank Pallone 
 The Honorable Michael Burgess, MD, FACOG 
 The Honorable Gene Green 
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