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The listed charge of $40 is well below MedicareÕs
estimate of cost (over $300 for either abdominal or
carotid ultrasonography). Whether this price reflects
savings from the economies of scale or subsidization
from other sources is unknown.

The company is based in Cleveland (with offices in
Arizona, Kentucky, and Florida). Its president is a vas-
cular surgeon.

FIGURE. Back of hand-out.

The article discussing operative mortality risks in the elderly1 was based on national Medicare data from 1994Ð98,
not 1994Ð99 as stated in the manuscript.
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