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ments and misdiagnoses.

2. Farce is generally conceived of as a light, humorous play with  exaggerated 
characters.

3. The character of Sganarelle appeared earlier in The Flying Doctor 
(1645), a play in which the doctor disguise is already made use of In: 
The Dramatic Works of Molière, trans. Henri Van Laun; Edinburgh: W. 
Paterson; 1875.

4. Molière. The Dramatic Works of Molière, rendered into English by 
Henri Van Laun, with a Prefatory Memoir, Introductory Notices, 
Appendices, and Notes. Vol. 3. Edinburgh: W. Paterson; 1875:397. 
A ruff is a fancy collar, worn by European gentry in the seventeenth 
century. Ibid., p. 409.
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 5. Ibid., pp. 414–5.
 6. Ibid., pp. 416–7.
 7. Ibid., p. 422.
 8. Ibid., p. 413.
 9. Molière’s last play, The Imaginary Invalid, is associated with death. 

The main character Argan fears death so much that he becomes health-
obsessed and even becomes into a doctor who is licensed to kill, 
according to Molière. The striking irony of this play lies in the fact that 
Molière himself died after a performance in 1673 in which he played 
the role of Argan.

10. Ibid., p. 402.
11. Ibid., pp. 413 and 423.
12. Ibid., pp. 420.
13. Ibid., p. 406.
14. Ibid., pp. 420–1.
15. Molière, Preface to Tartuffe. http://user101.tccc.cc.nc.us/Swood/252/

MolierePreface.htm
16. Molière. The Physician. p. 397.
17. Ibid., p. 433.

George Bernard Shaw

The illustration at the beginning of this chapter can be found at http://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Captain_Brassbound%27s_Conversion_
by_George_Bernard_Shaw.jpg

 1. Osler, W. Remarks on organization in the profession. Brit Med J. 
1911;1:237–9. Identifi ed from Silverman M.E., Murray T.J., Bryan C.S. 
(eds). The Quotable Osler. Philadelphia: American College of Physicians; 
2003;78. For “professional optimist,” attributed to Harvey Cushing, 
Bliss M. William Osler. A Life in Medicine. Toronto, ON: University of 
Toronto Press; 1999:457.

 2. Osler, W. The reserves of life. St. Mary’s Hosp Gaz. 1907;13:95–8.
 3. Hart, J.T. Commentary: a very Fabian dilemma. Int J Epidemiol. 

2003;32:916–7. Continuing interest in Shaw’s preface and play is 
refl ected in various recent publications that offer interpretive analyses. 
Selected examples: McConnell T. Allocating scarce medical resources 
by worth: Shaw’s critique in The Doctor’s Dilemma. J Value Inquiry.
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 2008;42:91–103; Allett J. Bernard Shaw, The Doctor’s Dilemma: scarcity, 
socialism, and the sanctity of life. J Value Inquiry. 2001;35:227–45; Hill 
J. Bernard Shaw and the doctors: the art and science of medicine in The 
Doctor’s Dilemma. J Med Humanit. 1994;15:93–9. Boxill R. Shaw and 
the Doctors. New York: Basic Books; 1969. It is also appropriate to note 
that Shaw made further comments on topics in his preface in a later 
work, Doctors’ Delusions, Crude Criminology and Sham Education. 
London: Constable; 1932.

4. The passages are taken from: the seventh impression of the 1911 fi rst 
edition of The Doctor’s Dilemma, Getting Married, & The Shewing-up 
of Blanco Posnet. London: Constable, 1924: A: pp. xiv–xv; B, lxxvi; 
C: lxvi; D: xciii–xciv; E: 22–3. The preface and play are also  available 
via Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.org/etext/5069 & www.
gutenberg.org/etext/5070 and accessed December 2008.

Daniel Defoe

The illustration at the beginning of this chapter can be found at http://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Francisco_de_Goya_y_Lucientes_003.
jpg

1. Defoe, D. A Journal of the Plague Year, ed. Paula R. Backscheider. New 
York: W. W. Norton, A Norton Critical Edition, 1992:88–91. [This book 
which is not copyright protected can be read online at Project Gutenberg, 
www.gutenberg.org/fi les/376/376.txt

2. Osler, W. “Books and Men,” in Aequanimitas With other Addresses to 
Medical Students, Nurses and Practitioners of Medicine. Philadelphia: 
P. Blakiston’s Son & Co.; 1925:223–4. Available online at http://medical
archives.jhmi.edu/osler/booksandmen.htm and accessed December 30, 
2008.

3. Osler, W, M.B., and F.R.S., “An Alabama Student,” in An Alabama Student 
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www.medicalarchives.jhmi.edu/osler/alabacontents.htm#AN%
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Press; 1999:455.

5. Aristotle. On Rhetoric: A Theory of Civic Discourse, ed. and tr. George A. 
Kennedy. Oxford: Oxford University Press; 1992: Book 3, parts 10, 11.
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