
 

 
©2006.  American College of Physicians, Inc.  This material is an enhancement to Internal Medicine 
Essentials for Clerkship Students.  The information contained herein should never be used as a 
substitute for good clinical judgment. For more information, visit:  
www.acponline.org/essentials/ 

 

Book Supplement 

 
 
 
Key Radiographic Features of Rheumatoid Arthritis
Symmetrical soft tissue swelling 

Juxta-articular osteoporosis 

Erosions of subchondral bone 

Absence of bone repair 

Synovial cyst formation 

Joint-space narrowing 

 
In decreasing order of frequency, the distribution is as follows: hands/wrists, feet, knees, hips, cervical 
spine, shoulders, elbows.  
Adapted from Resnick D. Bone and Joint Imaging. 2nd ed. Philadelphia: WB Saunders; 1996. 

 
 
 
 


