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Gouty Tophi
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Tophaceous material viewed under polarized microscopy with color compensator,
demonstrating birefringence. Note that crystals orthogonal to each other are colored

yellow rather than blue; crystals at angles midway between maximally bright crystals do
not transmit the light (angle of extinction).

©2006. American College of Physicians, Inc. All rights reserved. This material is an enhancement to
Internal Medicine Essentials for Clerkship Students. The information contained herein should never be
used as a substitute for good clinical judgment. For more information, visit:
www.acponline.org/essentials/




