
 
©2006.  American College of Physicians, Inc.  All rights reserved.  This material is an enhancement to 
Internal Medicine Essentials for Clerkship Students.  The information contained herein should never be 
used as a substitute for good clinical judgment. For more information, visit:  
www.acponline.org/essentials/ 

 

Book Supplement 

 
 
 Asthma Flow Volume Loop  
   
 

   
 
This flow volume loop shows moderate reduction in airflow as identified by a non-linear 
decline in flow with decreasing volume. This is recognized as a “scooped out” curve with a 
reduced slope. Note improvement in airflow following bronchodilator therapy, characteristic 
of reversible airway disease (asthma).  

 
 
 
 
 


