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NEWSLETTER  

Governorõs Column 
By S. A. Dean Drooby, MD, FACP  

Governor, Oklahoma Chapter  

My Dear Colleague, 
 
We have had busy 5 months since the last newsletter. Let me 
bring you up to date with several bullet points. 
 

Our Chapter had a very successful annual meeting in Tulsaôs St Francis Hospi-
talôs Educational Center on October 3 and 4. Thanks to Kay Bickham and Bar-
bara McCoy; Sharma Chandini, our Scientific Program Chair, was able to put on 
a fine scientific program. I brought the attending members up to speed at the 
time of our annual meeting with help from Drs DeWayne Andrews, MACP, Ex-
ecutive Dean of the O.U. Med School in OKC, Michael Bronze, FACP, IM De-
partment Medicine Chair at our OKC medical school campus, and Michael 
Weisz, FACP, who gave a report on behalf the new IM Dept of Medicine Chair, 
Dr Charles Foulks. 

 

In September, I informally met with Ms Kim Holland, the Oklahoma State Insur-
ance Commissioner to inform her of the issues close to the hearts of Internists; 
we discussed our role in providing Primary Care to Oklahomans insured thru 
both the Medicaid and the Commercial sides. We talked about the serious man-
power issues that are already affecting the delivery of General Internal Medicine, 
what ñPrimary Careò means (It depends on who you are talking toé), and most 
importantly, the Patient Centered Medical Home (PCMH). I gave her the ACP 
literature on all of these subjects and promised to meet with her again, at her 
request. I strongly encourage you to become familiar with the concept of the 
PCMH and to explore ways you could be a leader in your community in setting 
up a version of the PCMH that best meets the needs of your patients and yours. 

 

At the National level, I attended the ACPôs Board of Governors (BOG) meeting in 
Minneapolis, MN, in September. We were treated to a fine combo of lectures on 
Internal Medicine, the PCMH , and Health System Reform. The BOG continues 
to be the House of Representatives equivalent at the College. Its resolutions are 
voted on after input from each of the five classes of Governors. Once adopted, 
these resolutions are passed on to the Board of Regents, (BOR) to become ACP 
policy after further input by both the BOR and the various ACP committees. 

 

I ask you to make time to attend ACPôs Internal Medicine 2009 in Philadelphia.  It 
will be held on April 23 thru 25, 2009, thus leaving you enough time to fly back to 
Oklahoma, on Sunday to start work on the 27

th
. The meeting remains the best 

program in the country because it continues to meet the needs of its attendees 
regardless of their practice setting and environment. The pre-courses are also 
first class and will be offered, as usual, on the Tuesday and Wednesday before 
IM 2009,(the new name for Annual Session, if you are an old foggie in the mak-
ing like meé).  Oklahoma will again join with Arkansas and Missouri to host a 
reception on Friday evening at the Philadelphia Marriott Hotel. 

 

Finally, Please join in congratulating our colleagues, Dr James Baker and Dr. 
Eric Wallace , for earning a new ACP honor ð a LEAD certificate.  This award is 
intended to encourage young physicians to become future leaders in internal 
medicine 
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Michael Weisz, MD, FACP receives ACP Laureate Award at the Okla-
homa Chapter 
Annual Meeting 

in Tulsa  

 

Pictured at right:   Dr. Weisz, 

Donald W. Hatton, MD, 

FACP, Regent for ACP,  Chair 

of the Board of Governors, and 

S. A. Dean Drooby, MD, 

FACP, Governor of the Okla-

homa Chapter of ACP. 

T he Laureate Award honors Fellows and Masters of 

the College who have demonstrated by their exam-

ple and conduct an abiding commitment to excellence in 

medical care, education or research and in service to 

their community, their Chapter, and the American Col-

lege of Physicians. 

The recipient of the Laureate of the Oklahoma Chapter 

for  2008 is Michael Weisz, MD, FACP.  Dr. Weisz is a 

faculty member at the OU College of Medicine in Tulsa 

and is immediate past Governor of the Oklahoma Chap-

ter of ACP. 

Prior to entering medical school, Dr. Weisz graduated 

from the OU College of Pharmacy and practiced phar-

macy for seven years.  He entered medical school at 

OU in 1984.  he has held several different positions as a 

faculty member in Tulsa, including Chief of the teaching 

service at Hillcrest, Program Director of the Internal 

Medicine Residency Program, Medical Director of the 

I.M. Ambulatory clinic, and Vice Chair of the Depart-

ment.  He has served as the Interim Chair of the Internal 

Medicine Dept. two times and is currently the Executive  

Vice-chair of the Dept. and Clerkship Director for the 3rd 

year medical students.  He has  an active practice of 

General Internal Medicine and a specialty practice fo-

cused on the management of patients with primary 

headache disorders. 

Dr. Weisz is currently a faculty member in the ACP 

Closing the Gap project and brought the program to 

Oklahoma in 2007 for the final installment of the pro-

gram, which was filmed for use on the ACP website.  He 

regularly reviews articles for the Annals of Internal Medi-

cine. 

He has remained active in the Oklahoma Chapter of 

ACP and has served on the ACP Council since 1989 in 

several roles, including editor of the chapter newsletter 

and Program Director of the annual scientific meeting.  

He was elected as Governor of the Oklahoma Chapter 

in 2003 and served until 2007. 

Mike and his wife Susan have three children and a three 

year old granddaughter.  Outside of medicine, Mike en-

joys playing golf, OU football, traveling and running. 

Past Awardees of the   

 Oklahoma Chapter  

Laureate Award  

1990  Richard Marshall, MD, FACP  

1992 F. Daniel Duffy, MD, FACP  

1995  John M. Kalbflisch, MD, FACP  

1998 Richard T. Coussons, MD, FACP  

1999 M. Boyd Shook, MD, FACP  

2000 M. Dewayne Andrews, MD, FACP  

2002 Boyd O. Whitlock, MD  

2003 Eldon v. Gibson, MD, FACP  

Lifetime Achievement award for Outstanding 

Service to the Oklahoma Chapter  

 
2006 Kay Bickham  


