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GGOOVVEERRNNOORR''SS  CCOORRNNEERR

KKAARREENN  SS..  TTOOWWNNSSEENNDD  NNAAMMEEDD  IINNAAUUGGUURRAALL  
EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORR  OOFF  GGAA  CCHHAAPPTTEERR

The Governor's Advisory Council (GAC) identified the following key chapter priorities in
2004 at the beginning of my term as Governor:

z Expanding membership at all levels, including Members,Fellows,Associates, and Students
z Increasing effectiveness in advocacy for internists and patients
z Enhancing educational program effectiveness, including fund raising.

We have made progress in each area,but the GAC decided the chapter needs an executive director (ED)
to enhance further our effectiveness in accomplishing our strategic priorities and meeting the needs of
our members. In response, I created an executive director committee last spring, initially to determine
the feasibility of recruiting an ED and subsequently to search for just the right person to fill our chapter's
needs. I thank VViinnccee  NNiiccoollaaiiss, Governor-elect and chair of the committee, and committee members
JJaaccqquueelliinnee  FFiinncchheerr, MD, FACP, GGlleennnn  CCaarrtteerr, MD, FACP, LLeenn  LLiicchhtteennffeelldd, MD, FACP, JJooee  SSttuubbbbss, MD, FACP,
and HHeennrryy  PPaattttoonn,MD,FACP for accomplishing the task with such aplomb.

I am delighted to announce that KKaarreenn  TToowwnnsseenndd, RN, BA has been named the
GA chapter's inaugural Executive Director. I hope you will attend the March
2007 chapter meeting to welcome Karen and begin to get to know her. Karen
is a delightful and capable person who has extensive relevant experience as
she summarized in the following excerpt from her letter of interest:

"I am eager to work on projects that promote membership growth, legislative
initiatives and increase profitability of annual educational conferences.
Through various roles at the Georgia Chapter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics and WellStar Health System, I have honed the skills required for success in this posi-
tion. My administrative skills were enhanced by my degree in Organizational Leadership from Mercer
University.My background as a registered nurse enables me to understand the challenges faced by
the medical profession regarding legislative issues, contracts, scope of practice and continuing
education. Without strong professional organizations, physicians will be in danger of losing
their current rights to practice medicine and provide quality patient care,and to have a voice that is
heard and respected by legislators and healthcare organizations regarding state laws,public health poli-
cies, and contracts with insurers."

GGeeoorrggiiaa  CChhaapptteerr
GGOOVVEERRNNOORR’’SS
NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR
FFaallll  22000066 RRuutthh--MMaarriiee  EE..  FFiinncchheerr,,  MMDD,,  FFAACCPP

GGoovveerrnnoorr,,  GGeeoorrggiiaa  CChhaapptteerr
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Karen has exceptional skills and is committed wholeheartedly to serving the chapter and helping us
rise to the next level of effectiveness.Please join me in welcoming Karen and working with her.

During the ED search process, several people asked, "What about NNaannccyy
BBrraaddyy?", usually followed by, "I hope she isn't leaving." Nancy has done an
incredible job as the chapter's part-time administrator since 2000.I could not
have fulfilled my responsibilities as Governor without her,and I mean that sin-
cerely. However, unrelated to recruitment of an Executive Director, she has
expressed her desire to "retire" when I complete my term as Governor in the
spring of 2007.Karen will begin her tenure as ED this fall and VViinnccee  NNiiccoollaaiiss
is identifying the chapter's next administrative assistant currently to ensure
a smooth transition.

With these transitions, there are more reasons than ever to attend the 2007 chapter meeting:
z Welcome Executive Director Karen Townsend
z Honor "retiring" Chapter Administrator Nancy Brady
z "Inaugurate" incoming Governor Vince Nicolais
z Enjoy long-standing and meet new colleagues
z Learn from a wonderful program - clinical updates, advocacy,practice management, and 

Associates and students' sessions.

I look forward to seeing you in March! Please register early - and bring your family for a spring week-
end in Savannah.

RRhheeee  FFiinncchheerr,,  MMDD,,  FFAACCPP
GGoovveerrnnoorr,,  GGAA  CChhaapptteerr

AANNNNOOUUNNCCIINNGG  TTHHEE  GGAA  CCHHAAPPTTEERR  AACCPP  SSPPRRIINNGG  MMEEEETTIINNGG::  MMAARRCCHH  99--1111,,  22000077

The fall and winter holidays are approaching,but already our chapter's attention is focused on spring-
time in Savannah as we announce the upcoming annual scientific chapter meeting March 9-11, 2007.
Planning for the 2007 meeting builds on the resounding success of last year's annual chapter scientific
meeting.The two and one half day scientific meeting featured the first comprehensive presentation by
the GCC to any state physician's society as well as numerous informative updates,practice management
sessions,and special activities for Associates and students.Participants could earn 1199..2255  CCMMEE  ccaatteeggoorryy
11  ccrreeddiitt  hhoouurrss while also enjoying the relaxed atmosphere of Savannah in the springtime.

The theme of the 2007 meeting is "Sustaining Excellence in Internal Medicine." By popular vote,the
meeting will be held again in Savannah March 9-11,2007 at the Hyatt Regency Riverfront Hotel. This
year's meeting is being co-chaired by WWaalltteerr  MMoooorree,MD,FACP,Professor of Medicine and Associate Dean
for Graduate Medical Education at the Medical College of Georgia, and CChheesslleeyy  RRiicchhaarrddss, MD, FACP,
Deputy Director,Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion,National Center for Preparedness,Detection
and Control of Infectious Diseases (NCPDCID),Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The meeting will begin with a thematic morning on peri-operative medicine for internists followed by
an exciting mix of practical clinical updates on topics including office GYN for the internist,pulmonary
hypertension,new diagnostic and therapeutic advances, and applications of leading edge research to
clinical practice. Practice management sessions will include Medicare updates, electronic medical
records, advocacy, health and public policy discussions with an expert panel, health literacy, and
disclosure of medical errors.There will be a three-hour office management seminar focusing on
business concerns of busy practicing physicians. The program includes a variety of learning
strategies including lecture and seminar style sessions,panel discussions,and an audience-participation
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internal medicine board review session. Participants will have ample opportunity for questions and
answer sessions and for the exchange of ideas with the presenters and other participants.

The program includes concurrent medical student,Associate and Member activities,such as a poster ses-
sion,clinical vignette and research presentations,medical jeopardy for medical students,and the always
popular Associates' medical jeopardy competition among the residency training programs.The meeting
will be highlighted by the presentation of the ACP GA Chapter's fourth annual Leadership Award. Prior
recipients have included RR..  KKiirrbbyy  GGooddsseeyy,PhD - President Emeritus,Mercer University in 2006;Dr. JJuulliiee
GGeerrbbeerrddiinngg,Director of the CDC in 2005,and Dr.David Satcher,former US Surgeon General of the United
States who was the first recipient of the Chapter's Leadership Award in 2004. The leadership award win-
ner will deliver our keynote address on Friday afternoon. We are privileged to have KKaatthhlleeeenn  MM..
WWeeaavveerr, MACP as our College Representative. Dr.Weaver is a member of the Board of Regents and is
director of the Health Resources Commission for the state of Oregon.She is known nationally for her
effective advocacy on behalf of physicians and patients.

The meeting is a great opportunity to get up to 18 hours of CME credit while meeting and sharing a
weekend with other ACP members and our next generation of internists.

Mark your calendar and plan to attend!  Undoubtedly you and your family will enjoy a spring weekend
in Savannah. Springtime in the South with azaleas in full bloom,walking tours,nightly entertainment,
and a wide array of shopping boutiques, candy stores and antique shops will provide an exciting and
fun filled weekend for all members of the family.

The annual meeting program and registration form will be available on the Georgia Chapter website
(www.acponline.org/chapters/ga/)

WWaalltteerr  JJ..  MMoooorree,,  MMDD,,  FFAACCPP
CChhaaiirr,,  PPrrooggrraamm  PPllaannnniinngg  CCoommmmiitttteeee

AASSSSOOCCIIAATTEESS''  CCOORRNNEERR

The GA Chapter ACP meeting in Savannah will again feature the Associates' program as part of its
schedule of events.Associates will compete for cash prizes in the poster display competition and oral pre-
sentations.Any internal medicine resident who is an Associate member of the ACP is welcome and encour-
aged to attend. Please visit http://www.mcgresidents.com/abstractsubmission.html for the abstract
submission website.This link can also be found on the chapter website (www.acponline.org/chap-
ters/ga/state_meet.html). All residency program directors and chief residents were notified of the
November 1 deadline for submissions.We hope to have an array of presentations from all internal med-
icine residency programs in Georgia.

The Associates' program will be expanded this year to include special workshops designed for advanc-
ing careers and education of Associate members.Two Saturday afternoon sessions include "Contract
Negotiations for the New Physician", presented by a lawyer who specializes in contract negotiation,
and "Getting the Fellowship You Want; How to Strengthen your Application."  The latter will be a
lunchtime discussion featuring several current Fellows and subspecialty faculty members who are
involved in the selection of Fellows.

The popular Medical Jeopardy will also be featured as part of the Associates' program.The Medical
College of Georgia will defend the title against all comers from the state. We look forward to a great
turnout from the Associates of all programs in Georgia!

MMaatttt  DDiiaammoonndd,,  DD..OO..
SSaalloonnii  TTaannnnaa,,  MM..DD..
CChhiieeff  RReessiiddeennttss,,  MMeeddiiccaall  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  GGeeoorrggiiaa
AAssssoocciiaatteess  PPrrooggrraamm  CCoo--cchhaaiirrss
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UUPPDDAATTEE  OONN  SSTTUUDDEENNTT  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS

The Students Advisory Council engaged in very productive discussions during its September 16,
2006 meeting at Lake Oconee.Students and faculty from each of the medical schools met to establish
plans for this upcoming year.

The goal for the upcoming year is to increase student involvement and participation at the state
meeting.At this year's meeting, students will have a poster session, Medical Jeopardy competition, and
workshops.The student workshops have been moved to Saturday 4:00 to 6:30 PM to improve attendance.
The theme for this year's workshops will be "Everything I wish I would have known when I started
medical school - Getting ready for residency beginning with the first year." There will be a students'
abstract session again at this year's meeting. Students must be members of the ACP to submit an
abstract,and all students attending the meeting must complete a registration form.Student members
of the ACP do not have to pay the registration fee.

IINNTTEERRNNAALL  MMEEDDIICCIINNEE  IINNTTEERREESSTT  GGRROOUUPP  ((IIMMIIGG))  UUPPDDAATTEESS  

Mercer University School of Medicine

The Mercer IMIG has had two meetings this academic year with plans on having four additional meet-
ings.The first meeting discussed combined training in medicine and pediatrics.The themes of the other
meetings will incorporate discussions by subspecialists to compliment the organ-based curriculum in
the second year.

Morehouse School of Medicine

The Morehouse School of Medicine (MSM) IMIG kicked off this year by organizing and participating
in the 1st Annual Primary Care Interest Group Week. This week provided first and second year students
with an introduction into the various Primary Care Interest Groups on MSM's campus.

The IMIG participated in the first Class of 2009 Health Fair.The Health Fair targeted individuals from
4 to 70 years of age and offered glucose testing, spirometry,nutritional information,glaucoma testing
through the Sight Savers Program,and HIV/STD information just to name a few.The President's Project
for this year is Save Lids to Save Lives Yoplait Lid Drive.

Future meetings will include an introduction to some of the sub-
specialities of medicine,a discussion on organizing community
interventions based on experiences with the Katrina relief
effort,and trips to Grady Hospital to listen to lectures with 3rd
and 4th year medical students. In addition, the IMIG will have
its first annual Healthy Education Seminar Series to include
such topics as exercise, nutrition, breast and testicular exams,
signs of prostate trouble, alcohol use, smoking cessation, and
health lifestyle choices.

Medical College of Georgia

JJooee  SSttuubbbbss,MD,FACP,Past Governor,ACP,spoke to the IMIG about the private practice of general inter-
nal medicine in October.The IMIG plans to have future meetings that introduce students to the vari-
ous subspecialities of medicine,how to obtain a residency,a panel discussion with residents to discuss
the residency application process,lifestyle issues,preparing for fellowships,and Medical Jeopardy.Major
projects for the IMIG include participating in volunteer activities to help care for the medically under-
served and a shadowing experience for first and second year students.

TT..    AAnnddrreeww  AAllbbrriittttoonn,,  MMDD,,  FFAACCPP
CCoo--cchhaaiirr,,  AAssssoocciiaatteess  aanndd  SSttuuddeennttss  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoouunncciill



AAWWAARRDDSS  NNOOMMIINNAATTIIOONNSS

We will again recognize outstanding efforts of chapter members at the annual chapter meeting, March
9-11, 2007. Please send nominations and a short statement of recommendation indicating why you are
nominating the individual to DDaavviidd  HHaabbuurrcchhaakk, MD, FACP at dhaburch@mail.mcg.edu no later than
November 20,2006.

JJ..  WWiilllliiss  HHuurrsstt  BBeeddssiiddee  TTeeaacchhiinngg  AAwwaarrdd honors exemplary teachers of medicine who teach,role model,
and mentor students to help them acquire the knowledge and bedside skills to become outstanding com-
passionate physicians.

CCoommmmuunniittyy--bbaasseedd  TTeeaacchhiinngg  AAwwaarrdd recognizes physicians with sustained and significant impact on med-
ical students, residents, and other medical professionals as teachers in the community.

VVoolluunntteeeerriissmm//CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSeerrvviiccee  AAwwaarrdd recognizes Chapter members who have made exemplary con-
tributions in volunteerism and community service activities.

LLaauurreeaattee  AAwwaarrdd  honors Fellows or Masters of the American College of Physicians who have demonstrated
an abiding commitment to excellence in medical care,education,or research,as well as service to their
community, their Chapter, and the American College of Physicians.

HHAATTSS  OOFFFF  TTOO  WWAALLTTEERR  JJ..  MMOOOORREE,,  MMDD,,  FFAACCPP

Congratulations and thanks to WWaalltt  MMoooorree,recipient of the Fall 2006 "Hats Off" award for contributions
to the chapter.Walt has done a wonderful job as chair of the Annual Chapter Meeting Program Planning
Committee for 2005, 2006, and 2007. He agreed to chair the committee for two years and is now com-
pleting three.As an example of "exceeding expectations",he agreed to serve as co-chair for the 2008 meet-
ing, for which CChheesslleeyy  RRiicchhaarrddss,MD,FACP will serve as chair of the Program Planning Committee.

On behalf of all members of the chapter, I thank Walt for his effective,dedicated, innovative, responsive
leadership of the Program Planning Committee. Several evaluations of each meeting for which Walt has
been program chair have dubbed it, "the best ever".Plan to join us in March 2007 for another "best ever"!

HHEEAALLTTHH  AANNDD  PPUUBBLLIICC  PPOOLLIICCYY::  FFAALLLL,,  22000066  UUPPDDAATTEE

"Those who are too smart to engage in politics are punished by being
governed by those who are dumber." Socrates

How true. This is an election year in case you haven't noticed,and no better time to engage in your gov-
ernment!! Please consider these 8 opportunities:

Medicare Reimbursement
The Medicare physician payment rates will be cut by 5.1% on January 1, 2007 unless the lame duck
Congress acts. Remember we received NO INCREASE for 2006 and a recent deferment of pay from
September 22-30 because Medicare expenditures exceeded the fiscal year budget. Did your payroll or
overhead get deferred 9 days?  The impending 5.1% cut January 1 is based on the flawed Sustainable
Growth Rate (SGR) that is tied to the overall economy,not cost of practice. If these cuts are allowed to
proceed at the present rate,Medicare payment rates in 2014 will be half of what they were in 1991,after
adjusting for inflation,while practice costs continue to rise significantly. This issue is critically important
to the practice of internal medicine and to patient access.Let your Congressman hear from you.
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Action to Take: Go to www.acponline.org/advocacy to learn more and email your legislators
immediately to change the physician payment rates based on the cost of practice NOT the SGR
formula.

New Georgia Medicaid Program
The new Medicaid program has now rolled out throughout the whole state, the first half on June 1
and the second half on September 1.The latter seems to have gone better than the former. Only six
Chapter members responded to our email request this summer for feedback regarding payment and
enrollment issues. It is critical I here from you if you are currently having significant problems with
the new Medicaid program and the CMOs (Care Management Organizations) running it.Otherwise
I will assume no news is good news. We have been actively engaged through the Council on
Legislation,with MAG (Medical Association of Georgia) in working with DCH (Dept of Community
Health) to address issues with the new Medicaid program. Please send me your feedback, jwfincher-
md@cs.com.

Tort Reform 
As you know meaningful tort reform was passed and signed into law on February 16, 2005. The
battle now is protecting the law.This is a critical issue for internists because internal medicine
physicians are sued more than physicians in any other specialty in Georgia.

We expect more legislative and probably judicial challenges to tort reform this year,especially at the
Supreme Court of Georgia where challenge to the constitutionality of the tort reform law with its
$350,000 cap on non-economic damages is expected.Think long and hard about whom you vote for
in the Supreme Court Judge election,where the ultimate battle may be this year.

Legislative Agenda for 2007
A lot will depend on the results of the election.Top issues we would like to address include:

z Increasing the tobacco tax because higher tobacco taxes dramatically decreases teen 
smoking rates

z Working on an improved State Cancer Plan because of the importance to the state and the
fact that the Georgia Cancer Coalition is well established and in a position to act
effectively

z Working with other health partners to address obesity because obesity is a major 
health problem in Georgia

z Working with the State Health Department/Governor's office on funding for vaccinations
because of the increased availability of vaccinations and need to  vaccinate the
underinsured

z Continuing to defend tort reform
z Monitoring scope of practice issues.

FFoorr  ootthheerr  uupp  ttoo  ddaattee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  yyoouurr  ssttaattee  aanndd  ffeeddeerraall  lleeggiissllaattoorrss go to www.vote-smart.org . It
is vitally important for our representatives to hear from us regularly concerning the issues impacting
internal medicine.Tell them your stories and how all of these important issues impact your patients
and your ability to practice medicine.

IItt''ss  aann  eelleeccttiioonn  yyeeaarr;;  ffiinndd  aa  ccaannddiiddaattee((ss))  yyoouu  ccaann  ssuuppppoorrtt.
A campaign donation from you lets your elected officials know you are willing to put money where
your mouth is. Running for office is expensive.IIff  wwee  wwaanntt  ggoooodd  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  rreepprreesseenntt  uuss,,  wwee  mmuusstt  hheellpp
eelleecctt  tthheemm.. Case in point: In Georgia's 2004 election, lawyers gave over $7746.00 each toward
political campaigns and doctors gave an average of $37.50. What will Georgia doctors do this
year?

SSttaattee  LLeeggiissllaattiivvee  DDaayy::  TThhuurrssddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  88,,  22000077
This is an annual event at the State Capital in conjunction with our primary care colleagues in Family
Medicine and Pediatrics. MMaarrkk  yyoouurr  ccaalleennddaarr  aanndd  ppllaann  ttoo  bbee  tthheerree!!
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AACCPP  PPoolliittiiccaall  AAccttiioonn  CCoommmmiitttteeee
ACP Services PAC is our political action committee sponsored by the American College of Physicians
Services, Inc. It is a voluntary, nonpartisan political organization established in 2004 to increase
the participation of internists and internal medicine sub-specialists in the electoral process and
enable the specialty to play a more active role in the development of federal policy on health
care.ACP Services PAC has already given more than $87,000 to help candidates supportive of
ACP stands on issues important to internal medicine, such as Medicare reimbursement,ACP's
7 year plan to cover the uninsured, and pay for performance and how it will be developed and
implemented.

Action to Take: Go to www.acpservices.org to learn more & become a contributing member.

JJaaccqquueelliinnee  WW..  FFiinncchheerr,,  MMDD,,  FFAACCPP
HHeeaalltthh  &&  PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy  CChhaaiirrmmaann

IImmppoorrttaanntt  DDaatteess  ttoo  RReemmeemmbbeerr

GGAA  PPrriimmaarryy  CCaarree  AAddvvooccaaccyy  aanndd
LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  DDaayy  aatt  SSttaattee  CCaappiittooll

FFeebbrruuaarryy  88,,  22000077  

22000077  GGAA  CChhaapptteerr  AACCPP  mmeeeettiinngg
SSaavvaannnnaahh,,  GGAA

MMaarrcchh  99--1111,,  22000077

22000077  NNaattiioonnaall  AACCPP  AAnnnnuuaall  SSeessssiioonn
SSaann  DDiieeggoo,,  CCAA

AApprriill  1199--2211,,  22000077

NNaattiioonnaall  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  DDaayy  iinn
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDCC
MMaayy  1155--1166,,  22000077  

VISIT THE CHAPTER’S WEBSITE
WWW.ACPONLINE.ORG/CHAPTERS/GA/




